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“Grow Like a Mustard Seed”-
Celebrating the Inaugural
Issue of the Institute’s
Bulletin-

Toshiaki Koso

President, University of the Sacred Heart, Tokyo

The Sacred Heart Institute for a Sustainable
Future was founded in April 2017 on the site
of a former JICA training center. Being that Ms.
Sadako Ogata, one of the inaugural students of the
university, served as the President of JICA until 2012
after completing her challenging work as the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),
one cannot help but wonder if we were destined to
open the Institute here.

Based on the educational philosophy of our
university, "Where there is love, there is God," the
institute introduces a new theme every two years
that focuses on global and human issues.

We focused on "Refugees and the Forcibly
Displaced " in the first term (September 2017 to
March 2019), and in the second term (April 2019
to April 2021), we placed our focus on "Climate
Change" by launching a different sub-theme every
six months. Inheriting the spirit of JICA's "Global
Plaza", the Institute aims to support research
and education, public lectures, exhibitions and
workshops.

This inaugural issue of the Institute's Bulletin
is intended to record the activities and events of
the Institute and to provide the seeds for future
development by interspersing the thoughts of the
many people involved in these activities.

Given their importance, the mural painting
entitled "Le Pommier d’Or” (Golden Apple Tree)
created by Kyoji Takubo to celebrate the opening of
the Institute, and the "Transforming Arms into Art”
exhibition organized by former President, Yoshiko
Okazaki top the list of the Bulletin.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the year
2020 is said to be a historic year along with 1945
and 1989. I truly hope that the first issue of this
memorable year will grow like a "mustard seed"
(Matthew 13:31-32).



