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Greetings

The University of the Sacred Heart, Tokyo,
founded in 1948, was one of the first women’s
universities established in Japan after World War
11, under Japan’s new educational system. The first
president, Mother Elizabeth Britt, introduced the
university’s Liberal Arts Education.

One of Mother Britt’s distinctive educational
principles was that students should be involved
with the world society and take action positively.
As a way to achieve this, all the students joined
the university’s social service organization, the
Madeleine Sophie Social Service (*MSSS), with
the aim of helping the less fortunate. One of the
services they offered every Saturday afternoon was
to visit, and volunteer to look after a population of
poor children, living in a slum area. Additionally,
the students invited the children to the Sacred Heart
campus for one day every autumn, leading activities
and playing with them, as well as preparing a lunch
of rice balls and vegetable dishes for them. This was
a special event which the children liked very much.
This approach to life—being concerned about those
around them in society—has been inherited by
students and faculty since that time, and continues,
still today.

The Seishin Global Plaza (the name of this
building), was established under the same mission,
providing a forum in which to challenge important
issues in today’s global society. The new research
institute, the Sacred Heart Institute for Sustainable
Futures (SHISF) has been established to carry
out this mission. The SHISF plans and organizes
activities in the BE:hive, launches classes and
events for the public, conducts research, and holds
various events in collaboration with NGOs, NPOs
and other public organizations. I hope everyone will
have a fruitful time, learning “to be together” in this
space.

*MSSS : Madeleine Sophie (founder of the first
Sacred Heart school in France in 1801) Social
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