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This exhibition’ s theme is about “Forcibly
displaced Middle Easterners” .
Photos and objects which highlight their everyday
lives are displayed here.
Let us give some thought on how people in the
Middle East are living now.
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Syria is a country nurtured by a long and rich
history.
But very abruptly, the conflict in Syria has destroyed
the peaceful lives of the people.
‘What is happening in Syria now? What about the
people? What are on their minds?
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Yemen is facing enormous damage due to internal
conflicts similar to that of Syria.
However, since there is little media coverage on this
issue in Japan,
it is known as the “forgotten humanitarian crisis.”
What is actually happening at this very moment?
By engaging our curiosity, why don’ t we try to
know the reality of Yemen?
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Why are Middle Easterners
forcibly displaced?

Historically, Palestinian refugees are recognized
as one of the most vulnerable and forcibly displaced
people of the Middle East. In this exhibition,
however, we will focus on forcibly displaced
Syrians and Yemenis.

In the case of Syria, seven years have already
past since the internal conflict began there. The
situation now continues to worsen with further
turmoil involving neighboring countries, as well as
Western countries. As of February 2018, the number
of Syrians displaced from their homes and homeland
since 2011, stands at over five million. In 2015, a
large number of Syrians were evacuated to Europe,
bringing international attention as the “Syrian
refugee crisis.”

On the other hand, Yemen has also faced conflict
over the same period of time as Syria, involving the
interests of neighboring countries. In Yemen, it is
said that there are roughly three million displaced
people who have chosen to stay in their homeland.
Far fewer flee outside their country compared with
Syrians; therefore, the Yemen conflict is known as
the “forgotten humanitarian crisis,” because even
though their situation is dire, they have received
very little international attention.

How can we engage ourselves
with such challenges?
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My ruined town: Syrian
conflict, or international
conflict?

Syria, facing the Mediterranean Sea to the West,
treasures ancient Oriental and Roman archeological
remains, nurtured through many historical phases.

The majority of Syrians are Muslim, speaking
Arabic as their mother tongue; however, there are
also Christians and those of various other religions
who once lived together in harmony.

How did Syria descend into civil war?

Public demonstrations in the struggle for
democracy, also known as the "Arab Spring," broke
out in Tunisia at the end of 2010. This resulted
in the collapse and turmoil of dictatorship rule in
the Arab states such as Egypt and Libya. When
democratic protests were suppressed by the Syrian
government, the country was engulfed in a civil war
between the government and the Syrian rebels. It
soon became an international conflict involving the
interests of neighboring countries including Turkey
and Iran, as well as powerful states like the United
States and Russia.

During this state of chaos, the Islamic State
gained power as a new force in Syria. Syrians
lost their livelihoods and many of their lives were
threatened. Thus, Syrians have sought refuge
within their homeland, and thousands more have
fled outside as refugees. Many of them have fled
to neighboring countries, such as Turkey, Lebanon
and Jordan, while others have gone to Europe.
The Syrian civil war has resulted in the largest
humanitarian crisis of this century.
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Yezidi people, a threatened
religious minority facing
atrocities

The Middle East is a region with various
religions, such as Islam, Judaism and Christianity,
and through time the population has aimed to build
a mutual relationship, despite its diversity. However,
at times of social instability and war, mutual
harmony tends to collapse, leaving the minority to
persecution and oppression. Killing of the Yezidi
people by the Islamic State is one such example.

The Yezidi are a Kurdish religious minority whose
religion was founded during the 11th and the 12th
century, originating from Sufism. Since then it has
evolved through incorporating elements of religious
rituals like Zoroastrianism from ancient Iran, and
Christianity. Yezidis live in countries including Syria
(borders of Iraq), Northern Iraq, Eastern Turkey and
Armenia, with a population of 200,000 to 300,000.
Kurdish is their main mother tongue. A significant
population of Yezidis have migrated to Europe for
financial reasons.

The Yezidis have at times experienced
discrimination and oppression by Muslims. In 2014,
in midst of continued turmoil in Iraq and Syria,
the rising power of the Islamic State led attacks
on Yezidis residing in Iraq’s northwestern region
of Sinjar. The IS murdered a large number of
Yezidis because of their religious beliefs. They also
captured young Yezidi women to be used as slaves,
a shocking incident for us all.

In August 2014, the IS attacked Iraq’s entire
region of Sinjar, forcing the Yezidis to become
Muslims, killing those who disobeyed. Since then,
around 100,000 Yezidis have fled from their
hometowns and villages, making their way to
Southern Kurdistan (Iraqi Kurdistan) in northern
Iraq by car, with few belongings, while others have
fled on foot. There are also many who have been
caught or killed on their way to seeking refuge. This
photo was taken by a Yezidi who escaped.
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Amsha, a Yezidi escaped to
Germany
Sufferings of Yezidi people

Photo commentaries

<Commentary : photo below>

Amsha now lives in Germany, having fled from
Syria with her two sons after her husband was
killed by the IS. She is going through a mental care
program, but says she suffers from sleepless nights.
(2016 : Northern Germany)

<Commentary : upper right photo>

Amsha (20 years old then) was forced to marry
an IS soldier, but two weeks later escaped in the last
second without being caught. With the help of her
neighbor, she managed to flee to Southern Kurdistan
in northern Iraqg. (2014 : Southern Kurdistan, Iraq)

<Commentary : upper left photo>

Wedding photo of Amsha (left) found on her
mobile phone. Her husband (right) was shot to
death by the IS in August 2014.

(Photographs by Eiko Tamamoto)
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Are refugees welcomed?

Syrian refugees in the international
community

In 2015, nearly one million Syrian refugees
entered Germany. The German Chancellor, Angela
Merkel stated, "receiving refugees under severe
difficulties is imperative for Europe and Germany’s
responsibility." A Syrian after entering Germany
learned German and obtained a cooking license,
and is now working as a chef in a hotel in Germany.

At the same time, becoming a recipient country
of refugees is also creating domestic fragmentation.
During the elections of the Federal Diet of Germany
in September of 2017, the populist radical-right
party, Alternative for Germany (AfD) made a
breakthrough by stating, “the policy of Chancellor
Merkel to receive refugees is causing social
instability.” As a result, Chancellor Merkel had to
set back refugee policies and in October of the same
year, a new policy limiting the number of refugees
to 200,000 was put forward.

Neighboring countries are receiving more
refugees than European countries. There are
more than one million Syrians who have fled to
Lebanon, a country with a population of only
around four million. As the Lebanese population
became concerned about their own employment,
Syrians were prohibited to work. As a result, Syrians
can only work part time, resulting in the societal
practice of exploitation. Despite the challenges of
countries as recipients of refugees, the Syrian crisis
is continuing.

How should the world confront
the challenges of Syrian refugees?
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Are there Syrian refugees in
Japan?

At the United Nations Summit for Refugees and
Migrants held in September 2016, Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe of Japan made a commitment to
providing an assistance package totaling 2.8 billion
US dollars (estimated at 280 billion yen) to assist
the self-reliance of refugees, as well as development
assistance to recipient countries of refugees.

Despite Japan’s provision of financial support,
Japan remains under developed as a recipient
country. Although Japan recognizes residence of all
Syrians in response to the critical situation of Syria,
only 12 Syrians have obtained refugee status as of
the end of 2017 leaving them under difficult living
circumstances (see panel chart).

Japan has accepted 300 Syrian refugees who fled
to Jordan and Lebanon as international students,
with the aim of developing human resources for
Syria’s reconstruction. However, according to the
opinion poll of the Asahi Shimbun (May 2017),
Japanese citizens expressing positive views toward
the question on whether Japan should receive more
refugees were only 18%.

The crisis in Syria is still continuing. Is
the current support provided by Japan
sufficient enough? Do you agree that
Japan should also consider receiving
more refugees?
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Do you think that Japan should receive more refugees and immigrants?
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A story of Majd,

a Syrian residing in Japan
| want to invite

many Japanese to Syria

A peaceful life in Daraa filled with nature

I grew up in a small village in Daraa near the
border of Jordan with a population of around 4000
people. You can enjoy all the four seasons with a
hot summer and a snowy winter. As an agricultural
family, we cultivated lots of tasty cucumbers and
tomatoes. At school, I was very good at history, but
it was also difficult to remember the long history of
Syria. I also loved playing soccer with friends after
school.

Coming to Japan as a student

I majored in Japanese at the University of
Damascus, Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences. |
decided to come to Japan as an exchange student,
since I wanted to improve my Japanese ability. This
was my first time living alone in a foreign country,
since I was living together with my family until
coming to Japan. I was very lonely for the first two
months and wished to go back to my homeland very
much. The biggest difficulty living in Japan is the
food, since you cannot find many halal processed
foods and products (permissible food according to
Islamic law).



Bridging Syria and Japan

I graduated university in September of 2017
and I am currently working part time in Tokyo
station as an information guide while job hunting. I
would like the Japanese people to know about the
harsh situation that Syria is going through as an
international conflict, and would like the Japanese
people to support many Syrian refugees seeking
help worldwide. But most of all, I want the war to
be stopped in my country. Whenever a war erupts,
[ feel extremely sad as many people die. People also
become jobless, and with a sharp rise in living costs,
their lives become very difficult.

It is good that Japan is a safe country; however,
if the war ends tomorrow, I want to go back to Syria
the following day. The Japanese embassy and JICA
in Syria are closed at the moment, and there are no
Japanese related jobs in the country. [ want to work
as a Japanese interpreter after the war ends and
invite many Japanese people to my country.
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Syria to Turkey to Sweden

A trace of Binafsh

Binafsh’s family used to live in the town of Al-
Malikiyah, situated near the borders of Turkey
and Jordan in the most northeastern part of Syria.
When the situation got more intense in August of
2013, the family had to flee their hometown and
moved to Istanbul, Turkey. After living in a small
room under stressful conditions, the family moved
to Europe with the help of a broker in early March
of 2014. While traveling, the family was forbidden
to go outside and after riding in the back of a truck
for four days, they reached the city of Malmé in
Southern Sweden. When Binafsh was asked about
how she felt then, her only wish at that point was
to leave the truck. The family soon after applied
for refugee status and they were approved shortly
thereafter.
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Interests of neighboring
countries cast shadows over
Yemen’s conflicts

Yemen, situated in the southwest corner of the
Arabian Peninsula has long existed at the crossroads
of civilizations through trade across the Red Sea. Its
history as a nation is not so long. After the end of
World War I, the northern region, centered around
Sana’a became independent as North Yemen, and
the port of Aden in the south along with other
regions under the British colony became South
Yemen after the World War II. The two Yemeni
states united in 1990 as the Republic of Yemen.

The "Arab Spring" also occurred in Yemen.
President Saleh of North Yemen remained as
president after the two Yemeni states united.
Eventually, as a result of public revolts, the "Arab
Spring," protests soared against President Saleh due
to his long presidency. By the end of 2010, Vice
President Hadi took over power.

A new government started under the interim
presidency of Hadi, but at the same time, religious
power known as the Houthis with military support
of Iran in western Yemen gained power, resulting in
a coup d’état in February 2015, taking over Sana’a,
the capital city. In return, the Hadi administration
backed by a Saudi-led coalition launched attacks
against the Houthis, and conflict between these
two parties still continues to this day. As with the
case of Syria, internal conflicts in Yemen are largely
influenced by interests of neighboring countries.
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Where are they now? The
victims of Yemen

According to the UNHCR, the number of
Yemenis who have fled outside to neighboring
countries was 190,000 as of the end of October
2017. Forcibly displaced Yemenis remaining in the
country were said to be 3 million at that time. The
map does not show those remaining in the country,
but the majority of Yemenis who have become
victims of this conflict remain in their homeland.

Of the 190,000 forcibly displaced people from
Yemen, only a third or roughly 65,000 people
are originally Yemenis. The others are those who
have fled to Yemen as refugees from Somalia and
Ethiopia, as well as other neighboring countries.
Such people have no choice but go back to their
original homelands.

Recipient countries of refugees from Yemen
are highly concentrated in neighboring countries.
Those who are relatively rich and can rely on their
relatives, tend to migrate to their neighbor country,
Saudi Arabia. There are also many Yemenis who
flee to Djibouti and Somalia from the coastal areas
of Aden and Mocha, by crossing the sea.

Most of the victims in Yemen tend to
remain in their homeland, thus making
it difficult for us to capture the situation
of this country. But in fact, this is also
the reason why we need to focus our
attention to Yemen.
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Vulnerable IDPs
suffering from man-
made famine

Yemen is said to be the
poorest country in the Middle
East, one of the main reasons is their limited oil
resources. In additional, 90% of its food source is
from imports, coming from outside of their country.
This was the case even before internal conflicts
occurred. Food security in Yemen has always been
a critical challenge for the country.

Internal conflict in Yemen has worsened food
insecurity, especially when conflict became more
intense from March 2015, with air strikes being
launched by the Saudi-led coalition against places
controlled by the Houthis. Farms, fishing vessels and
ports were destroyed as well as routes, including
land, sea and air were shut down. Since imports and
supplies could not reach Yemen, the result has been
a sharp rise in food prices and scarcity of products.
Yemenis who cannot buy food are suffering from
famine and malnutrition. In other words, natural
disasters such as droughts and flooding are not the
cause of famine in Yemen; it is man-made famine.
In addition, cholera is also widespread, and it is said
that 1 million people, mostly children, have been
infected.

It is a challenge to bring international
attention to forcibly displaced Yemenis
remaining in their homeland, compared

with the massive numbers of refugees
which are highlighted by the media
every day. Are we left with no choice
but to leave the Yemenis alone to suffer
from man-made famine?
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