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If you became a refugee one day, if displaced
people lived or sat next to you,
What would you think about yourself and them,
and what kind of action would you take?
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The pictures of refugees,
the personal items that some refugees actually used,
and relief supplies for refugees are displayed.
How many refugees are there in the world?
How do they live? Let' s think about them.
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The life stories of some refugees in Japan are
introduced.
Why did they flee from their home country and
come to live in Japan?
How do they feel about life in Japan?
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Compared to other countries,
what kinds of challenges do refugees face under the
official refugee recognition procedure in Japan?
There are displaced people in Japan due to various
reasons.
If you had to flee from your home country,
what would you think of the official refugee
recognition procedure in Japan?
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Each of us has some solutions for solving the
problems that are happening in the world.
Researching more, talking to your friends,

taking part in activities of NGOs or international
organizations and etc-
There is no correct answer.
What kind of action will you take?




R CEEBERICIR =<,
SHIUTHSEIFTND AL
Sy —hSRIFTVWBOEYFrDA.
BODRED=HITEIF DU RN
— V—=UhvThA (EILY ZrIT—H5)

Nobody in the world wants to be a refugee.
Even now, people in Syria and Rohingya people
in Myanmar are bound to flee for the sake of
personal security.

—— Zaw Min Htut (from Burma / Myanmar) —
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Zaw Min Htut (from Burma /
Myanmar)

Zaw Min Htut is not my real name

[ am from a minority community called Rohingya.
When I came to Japan 20 years ago, when the
military regime mercilessly oppressed people, I joined
the democracy movement believing that changing
the military regime was the only way to improve
the situation. However I ran away to Japan using a
broker, after hearing a rumor that the government
was searching for me, in order to arrest me.

In point of fact, “Zaw Min Htut” is not my real
name. [ changed my name, not only because my
real name was on the government’s arrestee list, but
also it was a particular name of Muslim Rohingya,
which meant I would be stopped at the airport.

Therefore, I managed to register the name of
“Zaw Min Htut”, and came to Japan with a passport,
using that name.

What is my crime to be confined here?

What I got was a commercial visa for Japan.
Probably because I looked like a student, I was
stopped at immigration in Narita Airport and denied
entry. Strongly fearing deportation, I applied for
refugee status with the help of lawyers. I was in a
detention center for one year as my application was
not recognized. I spent days wondering what my
crime was to be confined there. After a long four-
year period, I received refugee recognition.

Like to help refugee applicants until my death

Currently I advise Rohingya people in Japan,
lobby Japan Diet members, write articles on the
Rohingya, and so on. There are many Japanese
having a good mind and spirit. Still, the situation
is not improving because they simply don’t know
the facts. The present Japanese society resembles
a person who never thinks of his/her possible
illness when he/she is healthy. I urge everyone to
learn more when he/she is healthy. I would like all
Japanese to understand that everyone can support
refugees, so that refugees can live with dignity in
Japan.
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Until just recently, | used to watch the TV news about conflict
and political instability in the Arab countries,
as well as watch movies about Egyptians who were
in distress after being driven out of their home country.
I never imagined that such terrible problems would happen in
my country,
and that they would affect me.
Joudi (from Syria)
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Joudi (from Syria)

Witnessed an innocent boy killed
in front of me

My country, Syria, had a rich culture and
history, with a number of World Heritages. I used
to live there in comfort. But, after witnessing an
innocent boy Kkilled in front of me by government
forces, I joined anti-government demonstrations.
In those days, a friend of mine warned me that,
“The government forces are trying to arrest you, so
you should flee, otherwise, your family will be in
trouble” . In fact, I wanted to go to the U.K. where
my younger brother had escaped to, but I could not
manage to get a visa for the UK. Instead, I could get
a visa for Japan. Basically I had only two choices,
to be killed, or to leave my country without my
family. So I came to Japan.

Connected by Skype between Japan
and a refugee camp over two and a half years

Upon arrival in Japan I applied for refugee status,
but was denied on the grounds that I was in no fear
of prosecution, due to the belief that my life was
not endangered by merely joining demonstrations.
I could, however, stay on in Japan, as special
permission was granted to me. But this special
permission did not allow me to bring my family from
a refugee camp in Iraq to live with me. So every
day I communicated with my family staying in the
refugee camp, while passing every night in anxiety,
thinking about my family’s situation. Thanks to the
support of the Japan Association for Refugees (JAR)
and their advocacy to the Government of Japan,
I could finally reunite with my family at Narita
Airport after two and a half years.

My biggest concern is whether my children can
be educated and integrated
into Japanese society.

Without refugee status, I am passing difficult
days without official support to learn Japanese and
to find a job. Because of the armed conflict back
home, my child could never play and spend time
freely with friends his age. That is why I really hope
he will play a lot with his same-age friends in Japan.

Japan has a number of wonderful places, and
although I am thankful to Japan because I can live
safely, I hope that Japanese people will pay more
attention to what is happening in the world at
present.
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| want to bring back freedom to my country.
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My own country, Ethiopia, has been enjoying
rapid economic growth, but suffering with rigorous

restrictions on free speech. While I was working for
a printing company, which secretly prints leaflets
criticizing the regime, I also actively participated in
demonstrations.

Because of these activities, I was arrested twice.
I was released on parole in exchange for substantial
amounts of money. Given my precarious situation,
I felt the urgency to flee to another country.
However, 1 feared for my family’s life; if they were
caught helping me to flee, their lives would also be
in danger. But I was determined to get out of my
country. I happened to obtain a visa for Japan first. I
hardly knew this county, except for Samurai shown
on TV, but I had no time to hesitate. Following
the advice from a comrade who said, “If you
have evidence as a refugee, certainly you will be
recognized and obtain official refugee status in the
county you enter” . So I collected evidence, such
as my party ID, arrest warrants, and other valuable
information. I was fortunate to be able to proceed
through Ethiopian airport security with my evidence
hidden in my shoulder bag. If it was found, I would
be arrested on the spot and sent to jail immediately.

“I'm a refugee!”

Although I succeeded to run for my life from
Ethiopia to Japan, I was denied entry into Japan
and detained on the spot and taken to a detention
center, because I did not have enough money, and
I could speak only Amharic, the Ethiopian official
language. Two days later, I was taken to the airport
for deportation. Shedding tears, I shouted, “I am
a refugee!” repeatedly and loudly in front of an
airport counter, resisting as much as possible. As
a result, my deportation was halted and I was
returned to the detention center. I escaped, but I felt
a total mess, every day I was crying, and could not
sleep even one night due to the continuous fear of
deportation.

I then applied for refugee status twice, but both
times it was denied. Just before another deportation,
I officially claimed for an administrative review of
my refugee application, but again it was denied.
Finally I obtained official refugee recognition after
winning my court battle with my lawyers. The
biggest change with the official recognition is that I
can live and work without fear of deportation.

At present I am afraid of nothing, passing my
days with joy. I am really happy because I can
expect a happy future.
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I never thought of living in Japan for such a long time.
| was expecting to return to Myanmar
within 2 to 3 years.
—— Than Swe (from Burma / Myanmar) ——
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Than Swe (from Burma / Myanmar)

Myanmar under the Military Regime

I was a geologist teaching at a college in
Myanmar until the age of 25. At that time, in 1988,
a large scale democracy movement took place, and
as a leader, I assisted activists in a border area.
However, I strongly felt in danger, as my fellow
activists were apprehended one after another by
government forces. Thus I fled to Thailand, and
then to Japan in the following year.

It was all | could do to support myself

After entering Japan, I spent hard days, having
no support and no Japanese language skills, thus
I had no idea how to apply for refugee status.
Furthermore, my visa for Japan expired. But one
day I was blessed with a baby girl. For the sake of
my child, I dared to apply for refugee status, despite
the anxiety of arrest. Fortunately, I got the official
refugee recognition in 1997.

Some future hope seen

I worked for a construction company in Tokyo
for nearly 25 years, but then in 2012 when the
company relocated, I opened a Myanmar restaurant,
jointly managed with my wife in Takada-no-baba,
near Shinjuku. Four years has passed since then, and
our restaurant continues to be popular, crowded
with many customers. About 1,500 people from
Myanmar are living in the Takada-no-baba area,
and although more news about the democratization
of Myanmar is reported, few Myanmar people
are willing to resettle in their mother country.
This is because many of them have established
their foundation and livelihood in Japan. And
they are also feeling uncertain about the ongoing
democratization back in Myanmar. Although I am
still anxious about the future of my child, I am more
hopeful.
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Wanted to hide the negative image
of the word, “Refugee” .
— Kyosuke(Vannak) ——
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Kyosuke (Vannak)

Run for our dear lives to a refugee camp

A large number of intellectuals were being killed
by the authoritarian regime in the second half of
1970s in Cambodia, the homeland of my parents.
Feeling fear for her physical safety, my mother, who
was a teacher, tried to escape to Thailand with my
father and my 3 year-old sister. They would surely
have been killed while on their way, if they had
been found by the government. My sister didn't
have enough stamina, and in the end, could not
survive the dense forests along the Cambodia-Thai
border. My parents buried her in a small tomb in the
jungle, and barely escaped alive to a refugee camp
in Thailand.

I was born in that camp in Thailand. And at the
age of three, our family came to Japan, after having
been successfully accepted into the third country
resettlement program for Japan.

In hopes of Japanese nationality

After receiving language training and livelihood
support in Japan, I was admitted to a day-care
center and then to a primary school. But I used to
hide my roots. I always spoke in Japanese, even
to my family members when we were out of our
home, as I was mocked when I spoke in Khmer, the
Cambodian national language. To hide the negative
image of the word “Refugee” , I managed always to
avoid answering the question, “What brought you
to Japan” ? As Thailand was better known than
Cambodia, in Japan, I often claimed “I am a Thai” ,
when I was a primary school student. Until I was a
grown man, [ strongly wanted to forget about my
roots, always hoping to acquire Japanese citizenship.

The place for children with similar
circumstances became “my place” in life

When [ was an elementary school student, I
was greatly supported by high school students who
were helping children with foreign roots adjust to
school life. I could turn to them for help if there was
anything I could not understand at school.

As I became more adjusted in elementary school,
I actively participated in extra-curricular activities,
where many children with various nationalities got
together. Looking back as an adult, I came to realize
how important this experience was to me. I finally
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established an NPO, and have served as president
for this organization.

Would like to prevent bitter experiences of
children with foreign roots

Currently I live with my Japanese name,
“Kyosuke” , as I became nationalized after my
While I am
proud to be the child of my parents, I still wish I

marriage with a Japanese woman.

was born as a Japanese. For part-time jobs, job
hunting, and loan applications, I have often faced
issues of human rights. This was simply because I
was a foreign national, and because I did not have
a Japanese name, despite the fact that I spoke fluent
Japanese, studied at Japanese schools, and lived in
the same environment as other Japanese.

Now I am a father of two children. I didn’t want
my children to have the same experiences because
of their foreign roots; therefore, I did not disclose
my Cambodian roots to my first daughter until she
entered grade four.

Hoping that everyone will be accepted as
equals

In Japan, people tend to shun anyone who is
different from others. Being different from others is
a cause of bullying, such as when the majority of
children with red caps mock a child who happens to
have a blue cap. I repeatedly tell my children that
it would be absolutely better and more fun if they
have various friends regardless of roots, disabilities,
height, sex and age.

Children will not follow an adult’s advice when
told not to “mock” or “ostracize” others. Instead, it
is important to create an environment where people
from various countries and ethnic backgrounds can
interact and learn to value the friendship of others
as equal “human beings” .



Q BATIEEDLSL
HEHEZHOSNTWNDD?

How many refugees are officially
recognized in Japan?

G7DHRBESR

Rates of refugee recognition in the G7 countries in 2016
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How does one apply for a refugee status in
Japan?
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Is it true that international students and
technical intern trainees are applying for
"fake" refugee recognition?
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Is an applicant detained if he / she is
denied refugee status?
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Is Japan’s present refugee reception
appropriate?
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What actions are the Government of Japan
and civic groups taking to support Syrians
coming to Japan as international students ?
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