NzVE 38 [7IOUA-7IT7DHE HH#HE]

#%E  THANKS TO :

ARERICH720D F LTI,

DTRz&06ZOMFE - BAOESFICSHNZWEE
F L7,

D SBILEBRL EIFET,

REFEFEIEANT 7Y v 7 - 77U H (AFRIC Africa)
HEIEEAEEEAZOD T —N L%y F T —72 (Ehime
Global Network)

REIEENEEIE ANFIFZE = (DEAR)
MNATEOE NE B G I5EHE (1CA)

[E 37 R Y EE (National Museum of Ethnology) %317/
EEERSEABEIBH (UNHCR) BEHEHT
FEIEEFVES)E A E#E UNHCR 4% (apan for UNHCR)
REFREAEEEANE T 2 S EME (MSF) HA
A&7 1 > FF (design FF)

HZAR+2#t (Japan Red Cross Society)

At mEHH R (Mainichi Newspapers)

HErhEE (AA" SRR 7 2 7 REEHZe)

TEESEARER (RRREAYE. 70— N LHAEFET%EEHER)

H R GEsbEEAY. 70— LEERETEEHEE)
MREAR T (AR¥MiRES)

TE B @RSk, 7 a— N VRER A BEE)
NIRRT (EEA%. 70— ILEReHiE BHEE)

TEIBHRSC (7— b1 L5 —)
=ZHEER BER)

L B (ES)

SRR (5ER)

K& H ORLERAER)
TGS GERAER)

SERE %5 (747> % UNHCR)
TRERETERR (BuglER)
SEHT&E GEA)
VBB (FruTEdhA)
B OHEIRE (7T Zb)
B# OAI—ES (7—F 4 Z})
FER (s

FRETF GEA)

HESHE (5H%)

KERE (57197794 F—)
R £ (7742 b)

s M ER)

e B @

FHER BRER)
BLLTAES O— N VEEREFHRS—E

7B BRERBLOA T« 7TERIZODWVTIE, [FHR
30 FEEN. RIEZEMEAREILA T+ TRR] BEDX
BICKDERLE L,

T/, DRI RETO—NIVEEREFREBEOD &
CDAR—ADBRBEIIT =T ¥ 3y TOEMEEIC
SWTIR, REFEMEEEARFEBEHS (DEAR)
ICRFEELTLE T,



FHETS
HEDNDESL

EHEHEREEAHEFHF (UNHCR) K& 5 &,
2017 FFRIFHOHRLBHERORI., BIFEL DK 290 71
NI LAY 6,850 T A BERE T LIz, ZOFEREHIL.
2017 FEIZI v =DM T0 TTADNCENNY TS5
TY2ICHELTE LIPS TYT. ZOFEOHAADIKN
76 [BARDT, FEBDITWEZAIZ110 A 1 ADE
ATY,

HRABRZITES L WHEHAO—DI3, BEREOEL
T, HEMEOMIEKIL, KE~NOHENRR, Fv >
T EOFETVERERT HEEER" TOERE. FLT
ELHOBENOBETH HZHE_EEE T, L LE
REEDFEETHAHFnENERET 52—7. 2L 0E
PERZ T ANZEBRZ DT, KERRPEEREE LD
EHLFEA, SHICEZEEFOZTANART, RO
BICHLTHEDITH/NSWVWTT,

ZOWER, ZLONVEDPERY v TS5 EUED
BHBESIT LIV ET., &5 ICHREEEROKEN
BHFREETH ., RS v > THEET O AN E
WCHBEEPKATHET, LEEP COBEZIETICE S
TVWEVWEVIERHBZSINTWVWETA, BHRZES T
L&d»?

EHICHREELTESTATLEDEFERZOF YT
. EARBETEZOTL & 55 ? 40IE, BRRESER
ftLTway o HFo7oary JHRE, SHRERILSTE
ENBNVTIFvaouy Fr#HEZE EFE L,

%1 [EEE #HRCSEZ—BHICEEITDIEDIE (BLIBOED%E
ME-TFDTE)
%2 FEZEEEF BRF vV SEC-RNLBEEZZIHESR. Fi

[CRIFANCERUCHE=EBFH LD &

43

The lives of forcibly displaced
people under protracted
situations

According to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), as of the end
of 2017, the number of forcibly displaced population
increased by 2.9 million, compared to the previous
year totaling 68.5 million individuals worldwide. It
marks the highest record we have seen yet, including
around 700,000 newly forced displacements from
Myanmar to Bangladesh in 2017. The world’s
population today is 7.6 billion, meaning one 1 out of
every 110 individuals is forcibly displaced.

The protracted situation of refugees represents
the significant cause behind why a downward
shift in figures cannot be observed. Three durable
solutions are internationally recognized. One is the
voluntary repatriation for refugees to return to their
homes. Integrated resettlement in their country
of asylum“” is another resolution for refugees
unable to return, and the third solution is to seek
resettlement in another country'”. Despite these
solutions, displacement caused by conflict, for
example remains protracted in many cases, and very
few countries are supportive in admitting refugees,
making voluntary repatriation and resettlement a
big challenge. The other problem is the extremely
low percentage of resettlement in a third country,
given the total number of refugees.

As a result, many refugees continue to live in
refugee camps, some for more than five years.
The majority of asylum countries are low-middle
income nations, placing considerable demands for
the receiving community and individuals in refugee
camps. It is said that developed nations are not
equally shouldering the share of the burden. What
about Japan?

Can you imagine the kind of lives forcibly
displaced people are going through in the refugee
camps under such protracted situations? This
exhibition highlights Congolese refugees in Tanzania
under protracted situations, as well as the Rohingya
in Bangladesh, the most recent displacement
expected to also face a protracted situation.

(*1) Country of asylum: a country providing temporary protection
(to shelter and protect those under vulnerable circumstances)
(*2) Resettlement: transfer or relocation of refugees from
their country of asylum where they have received temporary
protection, to a third country that has agreed to admit them for
permanent resettlement.
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Major source and host countries of refugees

.Eﬁ@ I\ v/ 7°1 o Major source countries of refugees

1. $/1) 77 Syrian Arab Rep.
2. P 77H=ARAR Afghanistan
3. BA—#4/ South Sudan
I 240F A
4. X+ — Myanmar
5. *J<¥1)7 somalia
6. A—4Y/ Sudan 99K A
70H A
7. 3D DR. of the Congo
62K A
8. thf>771) 7} Central African Rep.
558 A
9. I!')BMV7 Eritrea
49K A
10. 7V, Burundi
44BN

IQAE I\ W/ 701 O Major host countries of refugees
1. B3 Turkey

35085 A
2. INF R B Pakistan
I 1405 A
3. A% Uganda
I 140F A
4. LJNJ v Lebanon
5. A7 Islamic Rep. of Iran 10085 A
6. KA*J Germany 98K A
7. N9 5T 1 Bangladesh O97THE A
8. R—#4'Y sudan 937 A
9. IFFAET Ethiopia 90F A
10. V4 Jordan 897 A

698 A

The definition
of “displaced
people”

According to the UNHCR,
the number of forcibly
displaced people worldwide
in 2017 was 68.5 million. This
means that one in every 110
persons was displaced. Out
of this 68.5 million, 40 million
were considered internally
displaced people (IDPs),
while refugees who left their
own countries reached 25.4
million, including over 5
million Palestine refugees, and
3.1 million asylum seekers
from various other countries.

Approximately 350,000
people crossed the
Mediterranean in 2016, but
more than 5,000 among them
lost their lives. By July 2017,
100,000 people, including
more than 2,300 died or went
missing. Thus far, about 12
million, or one third of Syria’s
total population has been
forced to leave their homes.

Countries with lower
middle incomes are hosting
84% of these people, while
countries with higher incomes
are less tolerant after the
massive exodus of refugees
from Syria. What is Japan
doing to support these
refugees? Are we living
together with them?
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Where do forcibly displaced
people live?

Refugees mostly stay in refugee camps in their
countries of asylum. They are provided shelters or
build their own houses, however their travel is often
restricted. On the other hand, some refugees stay
with their relatives or acquaintances. Most of the
refugees who live in cities rent rooms and sometimes
try to conceal their identity as refugees.

We often see refugees living in white tents at
refugee camps via the media. However, they build
their own houses when their life in the camps is
prolonged. Camps like these resemble ordinary
villages.

Nyarugusu in the United Republic of Tanzania is
one of the large-scale refugee camps in Africa. Some
international organizations supply food and deliver
medical care, educational programs, and welfare
in Nyarugusu and other large camps. Refugees
cannot choose what to eat, but they can survive
with the food supplied. Also, they can receive
treatment when they get injured or ill. Children
study in refugee schools based in the camps, every
day. Therefore, refugee camps in East Africa are
sometimes equipped with better quality public
facilities than the local cities.
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Why are people displaced in countries of Eastern Africa?

The theme of this part of the exhibition is about “Displaced People in Africa.’
Taking a look at the Nyarugusu refugee camp in Tanzania, the everyday lives
of refugees under protracted situations can be thoroughly explored.

Let us give our thought on how the people in the refugee camps are living now.

2
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Map of displaced people
moving in East Africa

Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda have accepted
refugees from the Horn of Africa, including Somalia
and South Sudan, as well as the Great Lakes region
covering Burundi and the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (hereinafter, the DRC) because they
are politically and financially stable. Kenya has
accepted 468,000 refugees mainly from the Horn
of Africa. 301,000 refugees from the DRC and
Burundi have fled to Tanzania. Uganda is mainly
the country of asylum for 1,444,000 South Sudanese
and Congolese refugees.

As the map shows, refugees in eastern Africa
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who have been forcibly
displaced for a long time
tend to dwell in refugee
camps or settlements,
especially in Kenya and
Tanzania. Why do they
live in these areas?

In the case of African
countries, seeking asylum
was very open for refugees
in the 1950s-1960s during
the independence wars.
Asylum countries often
provided them with lands
and approved application
for naturalization.
However, the Kenyan
government became
cautious regarding the
acceptance of Somalian
refugees after the Kenyan
Somali Race tried to secede
in the Shifta War in 1963.
The government has called
them separatists. Moreover,
after the 1980s, it was
said that the settlements
for Rwandan, Burundian,
and Congolese refugees
in Uganda and Tanzania
were becoming bases for
}Hgi%'/ — antigovernment forces. As
a result, the Kenyan and
Tanzanian governments
amended the law to restrict the acceptance of
refugees. Also, they tended to segregate the refugees
in the camps. On the other hand, the Ugandan
government has encouraged refugees to make their
independent living by renting or providing them
with uncultivated land as well as farm tools and
equipment. Nevertheless, they are not guaranteed
freedom in the same way as we are.

The countries of asylum host refugees based on
the 1951 Refugee Convention while it is also based
on their political and historical relationships with
the countries of origin. The protracted situation of
refugee camps in East Africa faces similar issues,
with an influence of political issues behind the
scenes.
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Major politics in Rwanda, Burundi and
Democratic Republic of the Congo
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F4X Date L) > & Rwanda 7L Burundi > JRFEHFNE Democratic Republic of the
Congo
1950 YFALY— badibET BBUAAKHI DR
(M=% ) (1959~)
Collapse of political rule formed by the Tutsi elite (The
Rwandan Revolution of 1959).
1960 IR37 (1962) JR37 (1962) J837 (1960)
Independence in 1962 Independence in 1962 Independence in 1960
VFAHER. BRIL(~1963) 7Y NE#% (1965, 1969) W2 THRRA
Hutu purges against the Tutsis and Tutsi refugees (~  The Hutu genocide (1965, 1969) An exodus of Rwandan refugees
1963) > OghEl. RERKREL(1960~1964)
The Congo Crisis (1960-1964)
1970 YFABER. 7—T4—(1973) TYNEFR(1972). AP T MR
Hutu purges against the Tutsis, coup d état (1973) The Hutu genocide (1972) and refugees fleeing to
Tanzania
1980 7Y NE#%(1988)
The Hutu genocide (1988)
1990 P (1990~ 1994) Pk (1993~) WY ABRITA(1994)
Civil war (1990~1994) Civil war (1993~) An exodus of Rwandan refugees (1994)
Y F NE# (1994) 7Y NE#%(1993) FE—IRNE (1996~1997)
The Tutsi genocide (1994) The Hutu genocide (1993) First Congo War (1996~1997)
7Y NERAL(1994) JREZBUHESRR (1997)
Hutu refugees (1994) The collapse of dictatorship rule (1997)
Y F NERIZE(1994) FEIRNE (1998~)
Return of Tutsi refugees (1994) Second Congo War (1998~)
7Y NERIFE (1996~ 1997)
Return of Hutu refugees (1996~1997)
2000 P (~2001) FERAE (~2003). REFBEHDOE(L
Civil war (~2001) Second Congo War (~2003), Political situation worsens
in eastern Congo
2010 J—78—K%(2015) REBEH DR

Attempted coup d’état (2015)

Political situation worsens in eastern Congo
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B BBE—] 7Y PEAWLEN . pp. 151-192. #H & [C— LB,
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Displaced Burundians and
Congolese

Refugees from the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (hereinafter, the DRC) and Burundi live in
Nyarugusu in Tanzania. Why did they become
refugees?

A large population has been displaced in the
DRC, and Burundi has been generated by frequent
conflicts since their independence in the 1960s,
triggered by civil war in Rwanda. The chart below
provides a timeline for the civil wars and uprising in
East Africa leading to displaced populations.

@ Congolese refugees

The Congo Civil War was caused by the inflow
of Hutus who escaped genocide at the hands of
the Tutsis who dominated government in 1994.
The First Congo War erupted and Mobutusu’s
dictatorship collapsed when the Congo rebel groups,
supported by Rwanda interfered in the internal
affairs of eastern Congo in 1996. The Second
Congo War was triggered by neighboring countries’
interference in 1998. The peace deal formally ended
the war in 2002. However, several armed groups
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still severely abuse human rights due to conflicting

issues surrounding concession on natural resources.
In total, six million people were killed, which was
the highest number after the World War II. 730,000
Congolese refugees fled to neighboring countries,
including Tanzania.

@ Burundian refugees

The Tutsi minority dominated the state until
a president was elected from the majority Hutu
in 1993. However, the army controlled by Tutsi
assassinated the president, which provoked a civil
war. More than 50,000 Hutus were slaughtered, and
numerous people were forcibly displaced. In 2000,
supported by the international society, the peace
deal was completed. A Hutu president was elected
in 2005.

In 2015, however, an attempted coup d’état was
launched, due to unrest over the president’s bid
for the third term mandate. While the government
strengthened suppression of the rebel groups, they
protested vigorously. This generated 420,000 newly
displaced, and Tanzania was one of the countries
which also began hosting a magnitude of Burundian
refugees.
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Nyarugusu refugee camp

Nyarugusu refugee camp is located in Kigoma
region of western Tanzania, about 150 km from
the shores of Lake Tanganyika. This means that
the camp is in the borderland area of Tanzania, the
Democratic Republic Congo (hereinafter, the DRC),
and Burundi. This camp was created in 1996 to host
Congolese refugees who fled from civil war. At first,
there were about 150,000 refugees in the camp. At
the end of 2017, the number of refugees decreased
to around 70,000 because many of them returned
to Congo. However, 70,000 Burundi refugees
fled to the camp because of confusion during the
presidential election in Burundi. In total, there were
140,000 refugees in the camp at the end of 2017.

No fence surrounds the camp, although refugees
require special permission to go out from the camp.
Therefore, refugees basically spend their day inside
the camp.
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People’s lives in the
Nyarugusu refugee camp

Most of you probably recognize through the
media a scene of refugees living in a city of white
tents. The tents are provided mainly by the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
to refugees who have just arrived in the country of
asylum. However, life in a tent is not necessarily
comfortable. When the displacement is prolonged,
refugees often have their own houses. It may be
difficult for us to distinguish such residential areas
of long-standing refugees from ordinary towns or
villages.

Many Burundian refugees have been living in
places marked Z9711 on the map since 2015. This
area is well organized like a residential complex,
and large tents stand in tight rows. On the other
hand, Congolese refugees whose displacement has
lasted longer stay in places marked Z1°8, which
are divided randomly. There are even a few farms
in this area which the refugees tend. A market for
refugees is located in Z9.
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Distribution content per month of 1 refugee person

/J\Iiilfﬂ
Flour
10.64ks The dietary life of refugees
under protracted situations
The people in refugee camps in eastern Africa
rely on food from the World Food Programme
x5 O@ . (WFP). WFP regularly delivers a specific and
Soy E)@OK Q@; allotted amount of food to every household. This
3.36kg = %0)63@ @ includes the local food culture of flour, maize,

soybeans, porridge mixes (CSB), oil, and salt.

However, refugees often eat foods which are not
supplied. For example, at Nyarugusu refugee camp,
fish is sometimes served. How did they get it?

HWHDHE(CSB)
Corn Soya Blend

1.4kg

Salt

0.14kg

vegetable | |

Oil

BT, BIRZHFOAUE, BRRICIE 28 BT EICRIESNSY
BOBELENTEHINTLS, R¥ / NERER
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A market in the Nyarugusu
refugee camp

There is a big market in the Nyarugusu refugee
camp where refugees purchase foods. The building
of this market was built with aid provided by a
Korean NGO in 2015. Congolese refugees, Burundi
refugees, and local people operate this market
together. This market is an essential place for
refugees to get food, such as fresh produce other
than their allocated food. The market is beneficial
for the local people to buy allocated food from
refugees to supplement their staple food when they
have a bad harvest. Eventually, in search for a new
business chance, various merchants travel a long
distance to visit the market. Regardless of whether
you are a refugee or the host society, anyone is
allowed to conduct free and safe business here.
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Market merchant A

“I have to be the one
to earn money”

I’'m 36 years old. | fled from eastern Congo to
Tanzania in 1996. | used to do retail business
before coming to this camp. Making use of this
experience, | feed my husband and children by
stocking crops from famers and selling them.

I sell this white rice at 2,000 schillings (roughly
100 yen) per 1 kg and this rice which is a bit low
in quality at 1,500 schillings (roughly 75 yen). I'm
married, so I'd like to make meals for my family
and buy clothes once in a while. I will also need
educational expenses for my children. As my
husband hasn’t been able to find a job in the camp
similar to what he has been doing in Congo, so I
have to be the one to earn money.

I've been doing business at markets before
coming to this camp. I trade with local villagers my
allocated food and for their rice and sell it. Now I
have a stable stock of rice because I have been able
to build trust with the villagers.
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Market merchant B
“I love to be in style”

I'm 29 years old. | fled from eastern Congo to
Tanzania with my parents in 1996. 11 years ago,
I married a man with whom | became acquainted

with at the camp. Now my husband and | are

raising three children.

I sell fabrics called kitenge. Women at the camp
love to dress-up, so they dress in clothes made from
kitenge for wedding ceremonies. You can buy it for
around 25,000-40,000 schillings (roughly 1,250-
2,000 yen), although the prices differ depending on
their patterns or quality. I don’t stock these fabrics,
but my Tanzanian friend does and asks me to sell
them here. It’s helpful because we can’t go out of
the camp. I pay 85% of the total sales to her every
week. I am thankful that I can do business without
any capital, but it will be better if I can get a little
larger share in the profits---
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Market merchant C

“It’s cheap and the most
delicious is this dagar fish”

I'm selling fish. Most of the Congolese living
in this camp like fish because they used to live
near Lake Tanganyika. This fish market is already
famous, so Tanzanian wholesalers from Lake
Tanganyika and Lake Victoria often come here.
We buy their fish and sell at retail. This dagar is
the cheapest and the most tasty. A cup of dagar is
500 schillings (roughly 25 yen). I can stock delicious
dagar from Lake Tanganyika in the rainy season,
but now, during the dry season, I can only get it
from Lake Victoria. It’s a little more bitter than the
one from Lake Tanganyika, but stewed dagar with
tomatoes is delicious!
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Market merchant D

“Refugees can’t buy plenty”

I'm from Tanzania and make my living by selling
groceries. Refugees can’t buy a lot because they
don’t have very much money. So, for example,
I sell small bags of sugar. The smallest ones are
100 schillings (roughly 5 yen) and these middle-
sized ones are 200 schillings (roughly 10 yen). I
sell seasoning or snacks in the same way. I try to
decrease unit prices so that refugees can buy proper
amounts of commodities whenever they need them.
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Markets connecting the lives
of refugees and the host
community

Building refugee camps means that refugees and
the host community live nearby, although they have
different ethnicity. Furthermore, establishing markets
means that refugees and the host community build
trust in their relationship through trade. Trade
between strangers can build a place of peace.
This is because trade can only be dealt based on
equitable and equal negotiations without depriving
what one another values.

In eastern Africa, the protracted situation s of
refugees is of serious concern. In other words, the
burden on the host communities is also serious. In
spite of these concerns, both refugees and the host
community have repeatedly worked together to
build a strong economic relationship to run markets
together. They are both trying to adopt a new
lifestyle.

Refugees are not necessarily just spending time
in the camps, waiting to return back home. Of
course, their current lifestyle is neither comfortable
nor ideal. However, both the refugees and the host
community are trying their best to create their own
new lifestyles. This is the reality. What do you think
you can do to support their current lifestyles?
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The host community of
refugees

Media often focus on the severe and harsh
situations of refugees. Nevertheless, it is a serious
issue considering the demands asked to be met
by the host communities near the refugee camps,
when receiving numerous refugees. Let’s imagine.
A greater number of people from your neighboring
country surge into your living area, and this number
can be larger than your basic population at times. In
particular, in most cases in eastern Africa, areas of
host communities receiving refugees rely on donor
aid due to existing poverty. Raising concerns about
this situation, the "Ogata Initiative" was proposed
in 2002. Its purpose is to bridge the gap between
emergencies and humanitarian aid and long term
development aid. It supports not only forcibly
displaced people, but also the local people for a
comprehensive regional development. Mrs. Sadako
Ogata graduated from the University of the Sacred
Heart and worked as the High Commissioner of
UNHCR until 2000.
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The theme of this part of the exhibition is about
“Displaced People in Asia”, drawing attention to the Rohingya from Myanmar.
Those who have fled to Bangladesh number 700,000
and this protracted situation is predicted to continue.
Let us listen closely to the sufferings of Rohingya people.
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Nine police officers dead after attacks by the Rohingya armed insurgent group.
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In response to what the Myanmar military has called a terrorist attack, it sparked an intense counterattack
resulting in deadly massacres, raping women and burning down homes of Rohingya people. This was the
beginning of the influx of Rohingya people to Bangladesh.
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April, 2017 An exodus of more than 70,000 Rohingya people.
2017/8/25

August 25th, 2017
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The Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) attacks the Myanmar military facilities resulting in deaths of

twelve policemen and military officers.
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September, 2017
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This attack by the ARSA has triggered more violent counter-insurgency attacks leading to a mass exodus of
Rohingya people to Bangladesh. The government of Japan and international organizations decide to take

aid actions.
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More than 600,000 Rohingya people are driven into Bangladesh. The Bangladeshi government and the
military coordinate to engage in aid activities of the refugee camps. A total of 38 billion yen has been
collected from countries through the United Nations.

2018/1

January, 2018
January, but difficulties remain.
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The two countries have agreed to commence with the return process of Rohingya people by the end of



The massive influx of
Rohingya people in
Bangladesh

Who are the Rohingya?

The Rohingya are people who resided in Rakhine
State in Myanmar speaking a language which is said
to be similar to the Bengali dialect. The majority of
them are Muslim, and it is estimated that nearly one
million Rohingyas lived in this area, although we
do not know much about how and why they settled
here. The Rohingya have faced alleged abuses by
the government of Myanmar since the 1960s, and in
1982 they were denied citizenship under the revised
Citizenship Law. Since then, the Rohingya have
been considered as illegal immigrants in Myanmar.

Why are they forcibly displaced?

In response to the attacks by the Rohingya
armed insurgent group on October 9th 2016,
killing Myanmar’s police officers, the Myanmar
military commenced an intense counterattack on
the Rohingya. An exodus of approximately 70,000
Rohingyas to Bangladesh was confirmed at the end
of June 2017. On August 25th, 2017, the Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) attacked the
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Myanmar military and police facilities. This attack
triggered more violent counter-insurgency attacks
by the Myanmar military leading to a mass exodus
of roughly 700,000 Rohingyas to Bangladesh by the
end of March 2018, leaving them forcibly displaced.

The displaced Rohingya are starting their new
lives mainly in the sub-district of Ukhia in Cox’s
Bazar, by building their own shelters out of plastic
sheets and bamboo.

What is happening now?

The response by the Bangladeshi government
was slow at the time when the crisis occurred;
however, since the latter half of September 2017,
the government is acting to engage in assisting
the Rohingya, resulting in a stable situation thus
far. On the other hand, an epidemic as a result
of poor hygiene in the camps, as well as sexual
violence against women, landslides and cyclones
have occurred, causing further damage. The two
countries have agreed to commence with the
repatriation process of the Rohingya, but difficulties
remain. The government of Japan has decided to
provide 50 billion yen until the end of March 2018
to the government of Bangladesh to assist refugees
in Bangladesh.
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The situation of refugee
camps of Rohingya people

The majority of displaced Rohingyas live in
refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar situated in the most
southern part of Bangladesh. The Kutupalong and
Balukhali refugee camps existing before August 2017
have now merged together as a collective settlement
accommodating more than 500,000 refugees. This
is a result of the most recent influx of the Rohingya
fleeing from Myanmar in the surrounding two areas.
As shown in the map above, there are also other
refugee camps in other areas too.

According to the statistics of UNHCR as of May
2018, there were 204,000 Rohingya households
which is equivalent to 887,000 displaced Rohingyas,
of which 72% of them are those who fled after
August 2017.

Settlement areas for the Rohingya have been
divided into 33 refugee camps as of May 2018.
A person in charge of the Refugee Relief and
Repatriation Commission (RRRC) of the Bangladeshi
government is deployed in each camp along with
a very committed refugee leader taking part in the
day to day coordination of activities inside the
camp. There are a little less than 30,000 refugees by
calculation in each camp, which is almost equal to
the population of a small city in Japan.

In response to this crisis, UN organizations are
providing basic food and other necessities along
with the International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
including the Japanese Red Cross
Society and international NGOs. In
total, 78 organizations are engaged in
assistance activities. There are places
within the camps to meet the needs of
Myanmar school-aged children and psychological
care.
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The Rohingya in Japan
“I am a Rohingya.”

Difficult times living in Myanmar

I was born in Rakhine State, Myanmar as a
Rohingya, and have lived in this area until the age
of three. My father worked as a high school teacher
at a public school in Rakhine State. When the
uprising occurred in the entire Myanmar in 1988,
many Rohingya were persecuted or killed. Soon
after, the Myanmar military also came to my village
in search of my father. Most of the Rohingyas who
were teachers were captured. My father decided
to go to Japan as he thought it would be difficult
to find a place to hide in Myanmar. Soon after, my
mother also migrated to Yangon with us (the capital
city of Myanmar then) due to the threat of strong
persecution against the Rohingya in Rakhine State.
She left behind her possessions, fleeing for her life.
I lived in Yangon until I was in grade six. Since the
majority are Buddhists in Myanmar, Muslim students
were called “kalar, kalar” , a pejorative term used to
call the Rohingya, meaning “Indians” or “foreigners”
living in Myanmar.

My decision to migrate to Japan

My father and grandfather as well as my
ancestors all held Myanmar citizenship cards. When
you become twelve years old, you register for a
citizenship card at your school. I also registered
for a card just like all the other students, but my
application was denied because I was a Rohingya
or a “kalar”. I felt very uneasy about my future
living in a country where I could not register for a
citizenship card to prove my identification. This is
when I decided to migrate to Japan where my father
lived as a refugee.

When I was in middle school, many of my
classmates pointed at me saying that I was deaf
since I could not understand Japanese well at that
time. I also had my own lunch box which most often
included curry. My classmates often teased me,
saying that my skin was dark because I eat curry all
the time.

On the other hand, I was able to make friends
in high school, regardless of my ethnicity. It was
my first experience with karaoke and purikura
(photo booths where you can make photo stickers)
and it took me four years after coming to Japan to
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experience all of these. My friends, both girls and
boys in school helped me with my studies and it
was a fresh and good experience.

Marriage, giving birth and my life now

My father started a grocery store with halal foods
and often traveled to Thailand. When I was in my
sophomore year in high school, I went to Thailand
with my father and I was introduced to a cousin
of mine who was also a Rohingya. I married with
this man in Thailand and we came back to Japan
together. I believe such a thing is very difficult to
understand in the Japanese culture, but it was very
normal for me to obey what my father told me to
do.

After graduating from high school, I studied
design in a professional school and obtained a
2nd class architect qualification. I worked at an
architecture office, but when my youngest son was
badly injured, I decided to leave my job. Currently,
I work as a director of a company that my husband
and I founded while raising my children. I now have
three children, the eldest son is in second grade,
the eldest daughter is almost finishing her last year
in kindergarten, and the youngest daughter is three
years old. I have taught my children to respect the
Islamic food culture by abstaining from meat and
gelatin derived from animal sources.

I am a Rohingya

After I gave birth to my eldest daughter, my
entire family applied for Japanese citizenship and
the name “Rurika Hasegawa” was given to me.
I now have this new name, but I cannot change
the way I look and I am a Rohingya. I explain to
my children that we are Rohingyas, but we have
a Japanese nationality and I don’t want them to
forget the Rohingya language. I truly hope that the
Japanese people will become more interested in
the Rohingya crisis and act, for example by sharing
stories of Rohingyas with others.
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The Rohingya cannot even
become refugees

There was an influx of forcibly displaced
Rohingyas in the most southern part of Bangladesh
in 1978 and the second time from 1991-1992. The
first influx numbered 200,000 and the second one
was approximately 250,000 Rohingyas. However,
the third influx was massive in comparison to the
past two, numbering 700,000 Rohingyas. This influx
is expected to face many difficulties and is likely to
be a protracted crisis situation.

One of the reasons why this massive influx is
occurring is due to the enforcement of the 1982
Citizenship Law in Myanmar where the Rohingya
are denied citizenship. In Article 15 of the Universal
Declaration Human Rights, it states that “everyone
has the right to a nationality” but this human right
is currently violated for the Rohingyan people.

Moreover, since the Bangladeshi government
is not a signatory to the Convention relating to
the Status of Refugees, there is no law regulating
refugee status of the Rohingya in Bangladesh.
Nevertheless, the government of Bangladesh is
generously accepting a great number of Rohingyas
without passports as foreigners, temporarily residing
in the country. As such, the Rohingya are severely
restricted to freely move in and out of the country,
and they are expected to return to Myanmar in the
future.

Are we to overlook this unjustified
situation?
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The country of Myanmar is diverse in ethnicity and thus is rich in its own culture.
Photos and videos which highlight the everyday lives of the people are displayed here.
On the one hand, criticisms by the international community toward the government of Myanmar over
the Rohingya humanitarian crisis continue to intensify.
How can we be involved to respond to this fast-growing emergency; what can you do?
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A home to diverse ethnic
groups -Myanmar-

Myanmar is ethnically diverse, and the
government recognizes 135 ethnic groups. The
Bamar constitute roughly 70% of the entire
population and the remaining 30% are ethnic
minorities. The Tibeto-Burmans constitute the
majority of the ethnic groups in Myanmar, and its
ethnic composition has eight groups including the
Bamar, Shan, Karen, Kachin, Rakhine, Chin, Mon
and Kayah. Areas in which many ethnic minorities
live in Myanmar cover 57% of the total area of the
country. Moreover, while agriculture by lowland
farming is the main industry in the country, in
mountainous areas where it is home to ethnic
minorities, the slash-and-burn farming method is
still used. In principle, the Rohingya ethnic group
is not included in the eight ethnic compositions of
Myanmar.

The new constitution of 2008 set up six
autonomous areas for ethnic minorities; however,
the ethnic minorities are demanding greater self-
autonomy. Under such a situation, ethnic groups are
still in negotiation with the Myanmar government
and armed confrontation is still present.

The road to peace is still far ahead

In Myanmar, armed confrontations have long
continued between the Bamar living in the lowlands
holding administrative power and the ethnic
minorities living in the surrounding mountainous
areas claiming self-autonomy and equal rights. In
1976, the National Democratic Force (NDF) was
formed by the opposition group, and when the State
Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) took
over power replacing the socialist power in 1988,
the two agreed on a cease-fire which was accepted
by 17 armed groups. However, fragmentation and
revolts continued within the armed groups which
weakened its negotiation possibilities. It is said that
the Rohingya did not hold such armed resistance.

In October 2015, the Karen National Union
(KNU) along with eight other armed groups signed
a cease-fire agreement with the government. This
agreement did not include big groups such as
the United Wa State Army (UWSA) and Kachin
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Independence Organization (KIO). In February
2018, the New Mon State Party (NMSP) and Lahu
Democratic Union (LDU) newly agreed to the
cease-fire agreement.

After the agreement, discussions over its
governance still continue today, with progress
as well as setbacks, in midst of an unpredictable
situation.
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Myanmar’s military rule and
democratization

Aung San Suu Kyi, the State Counsellor of
Myanmar continues to be the symbol of Myanmar’s
democratization. When the National League for
Democracy (NLD) led by Daw Suu Kyi won the
majority of the parliamentary seats in the 1990
elections, the military government refused to cede
power and placed her under continued house arrest.
Daw Suu Kyi was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
1991 but she could not accept the award herself.

In 2011, Thein Sein became the civilian president
of Myanmar leading to the country’s gradual
democratization. The NLD won a major victory
again in the parliamentary election in 2015, making
State Counsellor Suu Kyi the de facto leader of the
country. However, due to constitutional restrictions,
she cannot become the president of the country.
Democratization in Myanmar is underway, yet
significant ministers are chosen from the military,
and given that the revision of the constitution is
practically impossible, State Counsellor Suu Kyi is
facing challenges with national politics under many
constraints.

Intervention of the international community

In August 2016, State Counsellor Suu Kyi
established the Advisory Commission on Rakhine
State chaired by the former UN Secretary General,
Kofi Annan. The intention of creating this
international third-party commission was to seek
neutral recommendations on the current situation
of the Rohingya crisis, with a particular aim of
breaking down one-sided views targeting the
military and Buddhists behind the exclusion of the
Rohingya.

The commission presented the final report in
August 2017 and is recommending the review of the
1982 Citizenship Law. It calls for the abolishment
of different distinctions of citizenship, in order to
review the way of thinking on how ethnic groups
and citizenship can be related. The international
community should solidly support the efforts
that are put forward by State Counsellor Suu Kyi
based on the recommendations of Kofi Annan’s
Commission report.
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The history of the Rakhine
State -From British rule to
independence-

The movement of people across borders of
countries was done freely, and even now, there are
still places where we can find such free movement
of people crossing national borders. It is still recent
in history that we need to hold passports and visas
to go beyond borders.

The Rakhine State situated in the south western
coast of the present Myanmar was the Rakhine
Kingdom for nearly 350 years, from 1430 to 1785.
The kingdom was home to Buddhists, but Muslims
also lived in this area and frequent trade was
conducted with the neighboring region of Bengal,
the current Bangladesh.

The kingdom of Rakhine was then invaded by
the Burmese forces and in 1826, and the Arakan
(Rakhine State) region became part of the British
Indian Empire. In 1886, when the whole of Burma
(British Burma) became the British colony, the
people’s movement became even more frequent
between the Bengali region, as well as the Indian
region. In Rangoon, the capital city of Burma at that
time, many Indian male workers lived in the city.

Independence from British rule

In 1947, the eastern part of Bengal became
independent from Pakistan and the British, and in
the following year, Burma became independent
from British rule. Such historical events have
strengthened ethnic consciousness in the region.
After the Burmese independence,
quite a number of Bengali Muslims
continued to live in the Rakhine State
and in the elections of the legislative
assembly held in 1947, two Muslims
: were elected. By 1950, these Muslims
i'*? ws o are named as the Rohingya in written
documents.
ha It is said that perhaps many
Bengali Muslims have fled to Rakhine
State (Arakan) during the Bangladesh
Liberation War in 1971.
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Rohingya people crossing the
borders -Fleeing from military
persecution-

The exodus of Rohingyas to Bangladesh fleeing
from Myanmar is long in its history. They once have
fled from military persecution of Myanmar in 1978
where 200,000 Rohingyas were displaced. In 1991,
the Rohingya crossed borders in threat of extortion,
forced labor and violence by the Myanmar military.
An influx of 5,000 Rohingyas per day were
confirmed in Bangladesh and approximately 250,000
Rohingyas were accommodated in the refugee
camps. The Bangladeshi government struggles to
seek measures for their early repatriation as it could
not support the massive influx of Rohingyas in the
country. In April 1992, the two governments agreed
to proceed with the repatriation process; however,
it is said that there are quite a number of Rohingya
people who remained in Bangladesh without
returning to Myanmar.

The Rohingya crossing the border for a third time
In May 2012, a Buddhist girl from Rakhine State
in Myanmar is said have been raped and murdered
by a group of Rohingya Muslims. This incident led
to intensified attacks between the Rohingya and
Rakhine people, and in June, a state of emergency
was announced in this region. Many Rohingyas not
related to this incident have fled to Bangladesh.

At this stage, the Rohingya who refused to return
to Myanmar number 300,0000 in Bangladesh, living
either in official refugee camps, or with ordinary
Bangladeshis. Given such a situation, the
attacks by the Rohingyan armed insurgent
army group in 2016 and 2017(*) triggered
counter-insurgency attacks by the Myanmar
military, resulting in a mass exodus of
Rohingyas to Bangladesh.

*Refer to Panel : The massive influx of Rohingya people
in Bangladesh
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