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Greetings
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There are many forms of marriage in the world, and all of

them greatly affect a woman’s way of life.

Among the various forms of marriage, this exhibition will
focus on child marriage, which is when a young female

(mainly girls) gets married at an early age.

In this exhibition, Chapter 1 explores the current state of
child marriage in various parts of the world and its factors.
Chapter 2 introduces the state of Japanese marriage in the
Meiji Era, when child marriage became less prevalent. We are
aiming for an exhibition which takes you through a contex-

tual comparison of the two chapters.

When we discover the reality of child marriage across the
globe, we can realize that the background and factors behind
it have commonalities with the issues facing modern Japa-

nese society.

Is child marriage merely an issue of the past from a distant
country?

Is it really irrelevant to modern-day Japanese citizens?

In mind of the reality of child marriage and what is behind
it, L hope that you can extend thoughts and pose questions on
what it takes for us to live better.

By doing so, I believe that it will lead us to taking positive

actions about our future.

Sayuri Ogawa
Professor, Department of International Studies,
University of the Sacred Heart, Tokyo

Kazuho Sakai

Lecturer, Department of History,
University of the Sacred Heart, Tokyo
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chapter 1

1815 | 2 F0>TCWETH?

Are you familiar with the practice of child marriage ?

BRICBSTSELRBOMDL'HY ET,

ZD—Oh NG BICFEIET 2 [2EE | (R4 E 54518, Child Marriage) T9 .
HROLLIBIEAHRI >TVEOD . [AHRBELEDHIEZTHELL,
There are many types of marriages, and that among children, when they are

married at an early age, is one of them. Let us delve into the issue of child
marriage, and take a look at what is happening to girls worldwide.

[REIE] EIZ18MKRMTDIFB/BNIETH S

Child marriage is defined as, “A marriage between a child couple under the age of 18.”

TRFEH | 213, [—H 72030 5 DY FHE D18 %k
WTHhAHIEN - AKX KB L] 2R LET, 720
TOVWOYA, = F—DO—HDOARBTELT, FD%
S e

1962 4, [ SR 3 SR 4R & 15 38 DL B, 1979 412
I8 EEIRE L Lo BfE, 227 T3 18 1%
K OUSIHA WHF L EFL T E T,

Child marriage is a formal or an informal union in which,
either or both individuals are under 18—in most cases, it is
the girl who is by definition a child.

In 1962, the United Nation convention set 15 as the mini-
mum age for marriage; in 1979, it was raised to 18. Today,
UNICEEF defines child marriage as one in which at least one

of the two individuals is under 18.

FEHDH BITKHET 20 ofud. R THER 1,200
HNEHEE SN THT, DO 5 A1 AHS 18 A
THBELTWSLEENTWE T,

The number of girls who marry at a young age is estimated
at 12 million per year, and it is said that roughly one in every

five girls is going to get married before turning 18.

TR ED
SAIZTAD
18 K% TS

¥

One of every five 2019154& E#&@%iititﬁﬁﬂﬁc;ﬁ
before the age of 18 <T‘7‘b$'d‘ R e e R B BIR (SDGS)

ICHEWT 2030 F £ TICREBZHERTS
ZEPB/IFENTLET, LIL. TOER
ZEMRTBEHICIE. ZOI0FEFOREE
ERDOIDDR)EHE12BORETITD
BIFNEESBVDETHONTVET,

Although the number of child marriages
decreased worldwide in 2019, the practice
still remains prevalent in many regions. One
of the targets under the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) is to eliminate
child marriage by 2030. However, it is said
that to achieve this goal, efforts to end child
marriage must be in place at a pace 12 times
faster than in the last decade.

POINT

O 1=t TISERBOISIEL [1REIF| LER
Jbigmﬁlﬁli SDGs 0)9#%!&;&0'(\,\6

+ UNICEF defines child marriage as “(a) Any formal marriage or informal
union between a child under the age of 18 and another child or adult.”
« Eliminating child marriage is one of the targets of the SDGs.

XARMEENBARI= € 7HE [REE  HRAOLMDS5 NS 1 AV REEERER [FL XU YU —2]] [PRTIMES]. 201952 A12H
https://prtimes.jp/main/html/rd/p/000001276.000005176.html

% Reference : PR TIMES. February 12, 2019. Japan Committee for UNICEF. “Child marriage: One in five women in the world experiences child marriage <Press Release>.”
https://prtimes.jp/main/html/rd/p/000001276.000005176.html
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BEDFEIET S 3 FEmISfTm?

What is the legal age to marry in each country?

% OETIE, MBS F#E ZOESED TV
HLPERNERERI CIZEZEDTWET, Lol BAIL
BETD 12 ~ 17 K TRHEBEEE LT A ER, #HsH°
WHEZRAER SR K TR L - TWBEL, BRENDH LY
H12E ESBERLID 1 ~3BELEDONTVET,

HAR D SIS REER I B L= H . B 18 7%,
WX 16 RICERESINTVET, BLENHDLZLICH
BB A 7% < BRENN TS 5 & v o 2B 72
PHEZFTEFE Lz, RIFWEICE ST, 202244 1
PHIEBLIICT 18RI —s T T,

%33 h+9"

Mexico Canada

&

T 14 & TR 16 &
B (6 ® B (6 ®
woman: 14 woman: 16
man:16 man: 16
1% 2-q
The UK Sudan

N IZ
AN

e 16 & THE (6 B THE 20 =
Bre (6 & e 13 Bre 22 &
woman: 16 woman : 16 woman : 20

man:16 man:18 man:22

EWISIEBD AR FRERADFHREFLICEDTOTE. HOME
BYREHEKRDICEVT. RARITHREBEZROBHINREDED
5hTVWBZENEL. FRBETTRREBEZMEIETEIEHDSEHLVE
HHVET,

Evenif the legal age to marry is the same as the age when one becomes
an adult, many countries have exceptions that allow marriage before
adulthood. It is either with parental consent or to fulfill religious
requirements. Thus, it is still difficult to prevent child marriage by law
alone.

In many countries, marriage is possible when men and
women celebrate their adult coming of age by law. Some
countries allow individuals to marry between the ages of
12 to 17— that is, before they reach adulthood—and some
countries have different marriageable ages for men and
women, with the latter being allowed to marry at an age that
is 1 to 3 years younger than that of the former.

This includes Japan, where boys are allowed to marry at 18
and girls at 16. There is no rationale behind these different
marriageable ages, and Japan has been criticized internation-

ally for this. From April 2022, the marriageable age for both

genders will be 18, following the revision of the Civil Code.

POINT

© BARIDFE T, BIETRLELS
O ERILITTREE LT HOLELL

* Many countries allow children to get married
before they reach adulthood.

* It is difficult to prohibit child marriage by law
alone.

KEBE [BEEMOFNRICH I 2REEREORER/R] FHFIZRENEEHNRB7ASHE (FR20F9A0AMME) HSBHMEI. 2008F9A9H

https://www.moj.go.jp/content/000012471 .pdf

KEEFBHE [EROBE] [SF02 F(2020) AOBEHRE A RFET (BiE) ORI 2021F6 A4 H. p.14.

https://www.mhlw.go.jp/toukei/saikin/hw/jinkou/geppo/nengai20/dl/kekka.pdf

% Reference : Ministry of Justice. September 9, 2008. “Reference Material 19 Survey on results adult age in other countries, outline of foreign affairs at the 7th Meeting of
the Age Subcommittee on Civil Law of the Legislative Council (held on September 9, 2008).”

https://www.moj.go.jp/content/000012471.pdf

% Reference : Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare. June 4, 2021. “Summary of Reiwa Overview of the 2020 Monthly Annual Report of Demographic Statistics” p.14.

https://www.mhlw.go.jp/toukei/saikin/hw/jinkou/geppo/nengai20/dl/kekka.pdf
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1. [REIE] 2H-TWETH?

REFIIECTRIOTLS?

Child marriage-where is it taking place?

R CHRBEMZREER L 72D R ELED D B 42% H3H
TIVTN 6% T VT LR S, 17% 23T 7)) h
THEHLLTVWIET,

ZFNFNROETRTHL &, 15/ T TICHEST 204
DEEFRDFHAOD, Fx F (30%). 18/ F TIHE
TAHLLDOEENHZD B ON =Y 2 — ) (76%) T,

BHMIE, BEETELLEAELTWAMETT, Al
DWEP S VIRZHERE L2 E, REOEKNE H KX
b D720, WHHE D HHH T, FRL s
LbNE .

w
s~

w

o
w
ol

Of all the girls and women worldwide who have experi-
enced child marriage, 42% live in South Asia, 26% in East
Asia and the Pacific, and 17% in Africa.

Country-wise, the Republic of Chad and the Republic of

30

9zlleg N—<),

Niger have the highest rate of child marriage between the
ages of 15-18 (30% and 76% respectively). Child marriage is

eewsleny Ji«MINN;
enseJedIN YIS |

a common problem facing developing countries—it is more

common in rural areas than in urban ones as it is largely re-

BUBAND \NAY

lated to family poverty. Marrying off a young daughter means

one less mouth to feed.

POINT

O ERDFERELREAHE LD 5 EBITS W

*Child marriage is common mostly in developing
countries due to poverty.

18METCICIHIRT HEEPREBVI0OHEDSSE. 8HEHT Y
UHDEA4TY, REBOSVHEIZ. 7 THEHSH/NTLL
BOF77UHICHEIDDOHVET., REBADHAIENTNSZ
& AADEMICEZHDEETNTVET,

Of the 10 countries with the highest rate of child marriage under
the age of 18, 8 are in Africa. The regions where child marriage is
common are shifting from South Asian together with the to sub-
Saharan Africa. The main reasons behind are, delay in dealing with
this issue, population increase.

¥AZH T [RN.FEDLDEERE] HRFHAEF2019) AAEIR (HHETR). 2020F https://www.unicef.or.jp/sowc/pdf/UNICEF_SOWC_2019_table11.pdf

MABBAEAREALI= 7S [REE  HROLMEOSAI AN REEEZER [TL XYY —-X]] [PRTIMES]. 2019%2 B12H
https://prtimes.jp/main/html/rd/p/000001276.000005176.html

3 References : UNICEF. 2020. “Table 11. Child Protection, SOWC 2019 Statistical Tables Japanese version.”

https://www.unicef.or.jp/sowc/pdf/UNICEF_SOWC_2019_table11.pdf
3 References : PR TIMES. February 12, 2019. Japan Committee for UNICEF. “Child marriage: One in Five Women in the World Experiences Child Marriage <Press Release>.”

https://prtimes.jp/main/html/rd/p/000001276.000005176.html
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elquey Y\

18RICHEDANCRYIDIERZE e, F/IEHRIE
RREE 107220~ 24D EEDEIE

Percentage of woman who were first married before
. | they turned 18, or young woman in a de facto mar-
riage at ages between 20-24.

15RICRBDRNCRAIDFERZ Lich. FFER
IEIRRE &£ 0 7220~ 24D K EDEIE
| Percentage of young woman who were first married
before they turned 15, or young woman in a de facto
marriage at ages between 20-24.

(%)

REFOEFEHSEVE (=7 [HFRFHEE2019] &LV) (2012~2018)
Countries with a high rate of child marriage (from UNICEF “State of the World’s Children 2019")
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1. [REIE] 2H-TWETH?

R o B Tm
1 [ i el o

5

abeuew piyd padusLadxa aA_Y OYM USWOAA

EWMTRI > TV REEICIE.
SEIELBBRPERIPFEELET,
EIEZME S hEOERE LA
ERR GBI bR,V
BiazBET A
REFICEARLED S,
BMCEMEICEZRLH>ET S
ANDEHEOIEY —RKEZTHBMALET,

Those who experience child marriage are
placed under diverse circumstances and
backgrounds. Some have experienced the
pain of forced marriage, while others have
faced unreasonable marriages and are trying
to become independent. Here are the epi-
sodes of four women who have experienced
child marriage.

OEENGO 7F M >a—F2aFi
Plan International / Source: Plan International

14 5% THEHE

I A=IRTFEDK IS
ENEET

BRICKT &6/

Forced to marry at the age of 14
“Victim of physical abuse on her back caused
by her alcoholic husband”

JIVETsa(R%) 19%
Sylvia, 19

- A=

South Sudan

AA—ZDESFICIVAEICREDh, 14ROIIVET S AR
BZOIBEOBMERELE L, FIRL TV -2o, BHRICHEED
ME—DRIRFESZEEDNEZDTT, LAL, REBEFEBETIELEL
FILA—IUKTFET. VIVETIARERETRILOICHRYE L,
ZDH. BEN L, YIETEABFEDERICKL ORI, v H
LRACHKT BB T, ERX v TTABPVET, LE L. K
BHRLZERLELENRZSELE L BT E. OECES N,
REERICAKTHEEVWE L, STHEEFIVERG D, T
ty FEBRALEELRTRIERY A,

Sylvia suffered from hunger during the South Sudan war, and mar-
ried a young man who pretended to be rich. Her mother told her
that marriage was her only option since she was already pregnant.
However, she later discovered that the man was not wealthy. He was
an alcoholic who started to abuse her physically.

As the war escalated, Sylvia escaped from her husband with her
daughter to her mother living in a refugee camp in Uganda. Howev-
er, once her husband found where she was, he tried to force her to
return home. When she refused, he hurt her severely causing back
injuries. Even today, she suffers from the intense pain, and needs to
wear a corset to support her back.
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1. [REE] 2HoTWETH?

DPEHIEIBICESD
—nFHEIE, BERLHIEL,

“The only way to refuse marriage is committing suicide.”

2ANDREEIE. v )—FEADREFINIADHARICE > TR SN LT,
FELERBIEIDUEHNBHETHY . FELDFRE. REOFRD D E
AN TVWET, UEEODVFEBEBICOVWTRBTIVEF SV ETH. D%
BIBICHS S LI TEERA, MBMPROLFEBICSES SDIFHL <. HiIF3
W—DHEIERLIPHY ELA, FEBISRRDEFNIEEAELVDTT,

Plan International / Source: Plan International Sharina’s father and Niger's grandfather decided their marriage. In their society, it
. is the parents duty to marry their children because it benefits the children and

FIIEAURR) 178 1€ parsns <1 Y : . \
their families. While the groom gets to choose his own marriage, the bride cannot

Niger, 17
Sl —F 24 RR) 148 protest or go against her parents. In other words, it is difficult to refuse a marriage
. S/h:;ina 7 proposal and suicide seems like the only way out. Children get almost no oppor-

tunity to make their own life decisions.

NUH5FYa
/777_ ' Plan International Asia Regional Office and Coram International. November 2015. “Arranged marriages: Ban-
Bangladesh gladesh and Pakistan”. Getting the Evidence: Asia Child Marriage Initiative Summary Report : 14-15.

https://www.ungei.org/sites/default/files/Getting-The-Evidence-Asia-Child-Marriage-Initiative-eng-2015.pdf

[15/ D & FAFIEDEN H Y ARSIV THEL ]

“My family started talking about my marriage when |
was 15. | cried and protested every day.”

YPoX—SIARABBNI-FNT. BEPSBIDLTHPERATES LTWVE
To 1I5MDEFICRD STEEDFEN H V) ATHHBAWVTIHEL F L 7o R
WoZtAlRBZOSDLHND, RMABVREEEZREL TE & L, BEMICE
v )T EBHREVESBATSE, BRELTCNE LR, LA L, RikvHH
Brd [REMBESLDILIIC] VWO TLyPv—(RHRITBZEIRED
VEE A

Sangeetha lives in a small, remote village, earning a meager livelihood through © ERNGO 75> f>8—F>3F)L
agriculture. Her father first mentioned her marriage when she was 15. She Plan Intemational / Source: Plan International
cried every day, and refused to go ahead with it. Her father gave up then. Re-

cently, however, he is resuming his efforts to get her married. Sangeetha wants YoX—FEARE) 198
to become a nurse and build her own career—she explained this to her father, Sangeetha, 19

and fortunately, he understood. However, there is no doubt that Sangeetha " AR -

will continue to face the pressure to marry from her family and society. India ~—

[#ZHRICEILTEES, REEATHIBLEV
“] want to choose my husband on my own after | become
financially independent.”

HRX+>SICWVWBT7M Vv 3 h, BBENABBEPSLHIIRBELFELE LAY, B
FEAD 12K TIHEELABRRLPSBICACEVWES B HNERATLE, Z2 T
: FENGO 75> - 122 —F I aF L eE#EE LDD. FELDEFDFEEHE L TV
© EBENGO 75> 1>8—FvaFib TR ICHEER, LFREE LAV, BEORKHY ICHEIRICER TSI ETRARLE

Plan International / Source: Plan International Lo P4V v EAREHICAN CE DR ERBATHREBELAWVWTT | EEFZLTUVET,
. Aisha lives in a refugee camp. Her father, considering the financial aspect, had arranged
A v S ARR) ) 9 P! 9% pec J
15 her marriage, but her mother did not want her to experience the same pain she had been
Aisi 15 through when she had to marry at the age of 12. She therefore sought help from the local

office of Plan International, an NGO established to protect children’s rights.

4 ~
HXI—> Aisha then had a discussion with her father, and he agreed to register her for vocational
Republic of training instead of getting her married. Aisha says that when she becomes financially in-
Cameroon dependent, she wants to choose her husband herself.
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1. [REIE] 2H-TWETH?

FELLELDORKEEOIREE

A practice that takes away children’s future

[HV.OBEZHIININE ] AI5xh 17&

A life with no hope of becoming independent Smila, 17

10 EDBFICHEIBS SN ARPRRATTLS LY, BRICHIET S h,
ROREBHAMHLEVEE, 2ADFEHEB LS TRLENERAT
Uko ZRICBALGP S EBIHY LA, D LTHEEZL
D LiE RETK LASEZE TV IARD L, ZZTAENEDS
TLEVWET,

She was forced to marry at the age of 10, but her husband died from an
illness. Later, her husband'’s family did not care for her and her children’s
wellbeing so she had to raise them on her own without a home, livestock or
anything else. Because she could not go to school, she does not have a job.
A girl, if married at a very young age, has limited ways to survive if her
husband dies, and her life may come to a stand-still there.

RS A P R (R RV E l HYE4sr 178

Both mother and child in poor health Sabita, 17

EPELWD AP RRUCE>TLUEVWE L, RETDEHEE R
S5TEDICERDLEIIPEVEE 4R TRESESNE LA, 5.
8HRICHZBFIAVETY, FHERPRIFAI B BFHETHIR
BTY, MIBLIRE. NEREBLIDICE-TLEVE LA,

Her family was poor, and her father became ill. To reduce her family’s bur-
den, she was forced to marry at the age of 14. She now has an eight-month-
old son, but because she was quite sick during her pregnancy, the baby is

' ) ) ) NGOG T 1> 5 —F> 271
weak. Since marriage, her life has been miserable. G i

[ KOO RINE. H7-haonl L] S4xh 27T

Physical abuse by her husband has become Lada, 27
a normal part of her life

MU THRBEBSIEONZHY., REFHASAILRNESIDVEL K,
LPL. FBHAECOMBTRYEAYFIOZEEIhTHY, 74
ABBRONTHREB > TVWE LA, LALSE, BARVETEY
EnH e, THICHEFN BB L2, MOTMEDEDHICT
D ULIHBEEADEEETE>TVWET, %
She got married at a young age. Her husband was violent to her. However, y ‘ 7
such violence is considered usual in this society, and therefore, Lada (1 BkY
thought that getting beaten by one’s husband was normal too. However, “Lhﬁ/

now, she knows that violence is wrong and that women have rights too— N

she is making effort to pass on this knowledge to other women.

© EENGO 7’_5‘/‘_(‘/7*7“‘/37”&

MELEE TR TRIS—IL O]
EENGO 772 > 2—F 2 aF BT E2HEE, L) EDNSERE] https://www.plan-international.jo/news/girl/20181219_13552/
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DEEHITHVEETHIBI D LR DPHABISESELBHEERIEFLET, EALKENGHBDTL LI D,

Marriage at an early age has various negative impacts, both physically and mentally, on girls. What are those risks?

O yzomerw>

.‘. Deprived of educational opportunities

WMECHEEZUIONEWI LR, BAPECEFERRTIBIPNALZEIRSTER

- ’)‘?7’:"5@%%@7’\“? ’é?ﬁbéﬂél tb\%<\ —%*ﬁ%*ﬁLﬁTé IJZ7%E$ U i_a_o
22EICHh)PRELA,

Girls are often forced to take on the household chores, which increases their risk of dropping out
of school. Lacking access to satisfactory education, they often lose their opportunity to choose a
life-style and income they want.

o
. 4Tk - HEEDTER

0 Dangers of Pregnancy and childbirth

EHREZECRET [RYE2EIR - HE] 2RRI5/10. PAAANEEETNTBF
ELPRINEBHBIA -V ERTB b, BENMBLEDODNIBRY. ®EFEITER
e

Pregnancy and childbirth can cause serious physical harm to the girl mother and her (unborn)
child, as the body of girls is not fully developed, and girls are likely to experience “premature preg-
nancy and childbirth”. There is a risk to the girl's health and life.

<""' RBEORS - B

Spousal violence and abuse

HWEZ, RENTOBUIPESRESHEETE > TWEEtA, TDLD KPZDORED S,

- EEXENEZIBT-XBERO5NET,

In many cases, young wives are not allowed to speak up. In addition, they also face higher risk of
being abused by their husbands and in-laws.

3% Reference : Plan International  https://www.plan-international.jp/news/girl/20181219_13552/
All the above mentioned stories are cases from Nepal.
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/L%Eﬁﬁh‘“& KESLHEWIERER
Why child marriage has prevailed

REBREERTSH/-HICIT

REEEELHICLROI £ &L TR Reason. 1 R AE
TEFEUL ThPREDBHFRL TVBDIC ’
HEZCDBRI\ W ETH. KX DET3 What do we need to do to eliminate child marriage?
EBRDSDNBNET, 12 Ki., 2006 FIZREEEEIEE (The Prohibition of Child Marriage
THZ ol EREHNNHEWIEE Act, 2006) %#BAL. REENFKEICHEILELL, SIEVA. BE
EfBE OB & ). & 5ICTEEK - TEERIX DHSRBEEEET LW TVIETRHY ERA, L L HE.
HICE-T BESULICERLAEXY v RO FBEM, P d -BHERER. REBRERICAENTHS D ERKRS
BEHPAENDOTT, TEHAIL. KBTS hTVWET, TP HBBEERFHTXXILEFIIDTNITHERSHES

ZENTE, ERNOBBENEMAPRIREE L) T, DI L /NT—
X EFRRTENE, SXRBITIVENVELLEBNDTT,

Since India introduced “The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act”in 2006, the
number of child marriages has decreased significantly. However, it is not

RDHDZHERIETE, BWZERED
PETTHET BLEDBVHIE TS,
BIFRNEEDPSRETEZEICHLENETS,

ICALS BV

TEERANC & - T, 12 (RT3 H) &, easy to change long-standing social norms. Education, labor participation,
BELTHDRIBEAEETZEZEEZONT and changes in gender awareness are effective in eliminating child mar-
wET riage. When women are educated and equipped with skills, they have ac-

° cess to employment opportunities and can contribute financially to their

households. If women are empowered, the need to rush marriages would
Historically, child marriages were allowed and seem unnecessary.
accepted as normal by society. There are many
reasons why child r:arriage isfstill prevalent,(but 2 %% c: % é
we can categorize them into five main ones (see Reason. oo -
~ — \[7
the right chart). |_ = 9 0)$:I:$FJ
In the first place, it is a common problem The need to address gender inequality

among developing cc.)untrles'to re'Iy on a. weak BEIEND5 S NBEEDIBANAERE LTHET DR, [V 4—
law enforcement. Child marriage is considered DARFE| TF, D& - Liid. PE - BlELYL S TWBEVIES
to have benefits for the families of both the bride PERELTHY. TEABEBERAIETIRESS DL, BEINGE
and groom. The girl’s family can reduce their INZEFEELTHDONATWBZEF I PP AET,
household expenses, and younger the girl, lower The fundamental reason why child marriages are celebrated is largely root-
the marriage expenditure; furthermore, in un- ed gender inequality - female members of the family are considered to be
safe regions, child marriage is considered a way in need of protection from the male members ; women have fewer chances

to protect daughters from abuse and violence. to speak up. They are expected to be obedient without questioning.

As far as the boy’s family is concerned, they gain
a family member who is able to bear a child and
is obedient to them.

MUBFRE[RE2L—Ya A9 I e REEDODHE]IDE HARMEAEANBRLI =L 7HATREE FELOER EBK1,2008 A HEADLMED
ZIT —BAMEELR— N BABSIREEET O 75 SNCITANVREEERE 1=t 7 WEANOKE, HEHSOBRAERZ 3], 2019
ZeFR. 2020%F 2 A, pp.1-8 F2H12H htips://www.unicef.or.jo/news/2019/0019.html
https://www.ide.go.jp/Japanese/IDEsquare/Overseas/2020/ % References : Japan Committee for UNICEF. February 12, 2019. “Child Marriage. Child
1SQ202030_003.html Brides, about 12 Million People a Year. One in Five Women in the World has Expe-

rienced Child Marriage. UNICEF, Investing in Education, Appeal for a Change in the
Awareness of Local Communities.” https://www.unicef.or.jp/news/2019/0019.html
3 References : Heath, Rachel and Ahmed Mushfiq Mobarak. 2015. “Manufacturing Growth
and the Lives of Bangladesh Women.” Journal of Development Economics, 115, pp.1-15.
% References : Jensen Jensen, Robert. 2012. “Do Labor Market Opportunities Affect Young
Women’'s Work and Family Decisions? Experimental Evidence from India.” Quarterly Jour-
nal of Economics, 127(2), pp.753-792.

#Reference : Momoe Makino. February 2020. “Research of
Population Council and Child Marriage.” “IDE Square - Over-
seas Researchers Report” pp.1-8. Institute of Developing
Economies, Japan External Trade Organization (IDE - JET-
RO).
https://www.ide.go.jp/Japanese/IDEsquare/Overseas/
2020/1SQ202030_003.html
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Social norms

Girls have low social status.
They are poor, and do not have
an income source.
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OB S URIOMIST S,
FROBEDHEBLTVCIRE,
Sociaty allows child marriage — it has
been normalized. Children grow up
in an enviroment where their school
friends also get married at
ayoung age.

ARDIBVHIES TRE HFH-HHRD
HOFBREDS ED .
Itis best way to prevent physical
and sexual violencein a
unsafe region.

3E AR e e Purzund RS

HEREEREIROOSNTVTH
BISNHEDHENTVS,

Even though the minimum age for

marriage is determined by law,
exceptions are allowed.

BEORSH TRk,
BERNICBHEICKRFEES222E0,
Inadequate educational oppotunities

and economic dependence
on men.

BERZiEED
H|EARTII LV

Japanese women are not an exception either.

Reason. 3

REBOERICHD [V 4—DOFRFE] 3. BAHZICHRERL
TVWET, BAOERBIPESORE. REPBERITMHENEELLET
BV HA—A—NEE - BOENDTEIEICBZ S REBOMED.
Wb h e 2B EEIRAIFECHEDNDTT,

Gender inequality, which is at the root of child marriage, is entrenched in Japa-

nese society as well. Unequal employment opportunities, wage disparity be-

tween men and women, the belief that housework and childcare are a woman'’s

responsibility, and so on, show the gender gaps prevalent in Japanese society.

While the problem of child marriage may seem to be an issue of great concern * = o
L. . i . . . Z—FaFrs IR EWELEWEERT

occurring in countries outside of Japan, the responsible cause to this problem is [ HDF) & WS ERHEDLTNETH

common across our society too. AERTIR [D&] TH-LTVET,

SEDERICHEVERNGO 77> - 1>
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chapter 2

BARDEELH G REIE | &EZS
Examining child marriage in Japan's history

REZLETHS1.HERK - BASHNB AU ETHESEIC,

BEFDFBEOFHE B X LEDRREBNLTVEET,

B EEEARDEERN S, BEEREERRLTWC(EY M ESNETLLIDS
We can do so by looking back to female workers during the Edo and the Meiji eras,

when Japan was a developing country.
Can we find any clues to eliminate child marriage from this experience?

LEARIIIESEERIERLEDODL? G

Why was the legal age to marry raised in Japan ?

TSI ORTS +
A 3k B O E AL GER#F 43 hHDFEHE) Ll ef:8 196
T 26‘ < 300_515 HU( tLERHL Change in the average age of first marriage s
B, D18 R CHEMS 35 2 & (average of 43 villages in the Noubi region) 253. Meiji 19

(1886)
BRLTBLL DY FHATLR L w8

BLZOR TAHROBRNESSIE D o =

WA T, LD TR E el |
BHIERL Tz EdbRT ¢ sf

WET, K- BRoHAR, [HE § uf

BORRE) 24 LT, Wbt & »f

&R 720 T, S ur ’

ISR LA LR, s € o i<
SEREWHH) FFH, 200k F OF &7 i %150
LT KM OIMIRAI T &, v i #3m LR
WA A 15 B2 7= B A L 7= 2 & 28 K e Lﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁ
KECHBLTVD LRI TV T " %kay
j— ° 1 é::F: 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Three hundred years ago, during the G e e s e s e s
mid Edo era, it was not unusual for STEHH ST TR E B

Early Edo era Mid Edo era Late Edo era End of Edo era - Meiji era

women to get married at the age of 18.
EERAOZOMIEERICENIE. TTREFPHOFIIYEERIE. BHE17 ~ 28 ). &
o 14 ~ 22 BVEEEDRTVET., BHHZDIE. HHEDSHLEYRZVEHTY.
the beginning of the Meiji era, the aver- g maris pretcx 301EME 19 (1886) FT. B 25381 K 213MERST
age age of women’s first marriage steadily WEY, —AT. IIFRFRRADSER - HRAHICHIT T, £ <O TREDBRL
rose. By the end of the Edo and Meiji gﬁ;_‘g;f:ltﬁ?ﬁﬁéh‘(miﬁ'o EDISTIFRRHS 43 s i xR E LR

According to the research results of historical demography, the average age of first mar-
riage was 17-28 for men, and 14-22 for women in the mid Edo era, based on regional dif-
riage”, with more and more people mar- ferences. In 1886, the average age of marriage was 25.3 for men and 21.3 for women, while
rying late. from the end of the Edo era to the beginning of the Meiji era, the tendency to marry late
was observed among women in many regions. The above graph shows the research results
for 43 villages in the Noubi region.

However, since the end of the Edo era to

eras, Japanese society was gradually mov-

ing away from the “a state of child mar-

There were many reasons behind the
tendency to marry late. One of them
being the increase in the number of POINT
women who migrate to work outside
their homes and villages to earn money. © FERNTRAZIZ IR IEDIEN

*The number of migrant women

SEAR DRRHSOES ASFOMEFS] &) HWEEHER [MREE] BAS3EE. 19795 workers who worked outside to

3% Reference : Akira Hayami. 1979. “Introduction to Historical and Demographic Studies in the earn money had increased.
Noubi Region.” The Tokugawa Institute for the History of Forestry. Research proceedings 1978.

84



2. BADEEH»S [REE] 2E23

I ETHS O EEESRE---IFRIZLEHENOOIZHY)

No difference exists between the divorce rate as of present and in the past.

BE-WHROHATH ) —DEHINLDI, HEEsE
DEDo72Z LT, WIB204 (1888) DIFHkMEMSRIZ
332%. FEBS L7z 3MLIC 1 MDEERST 2RI TY. h
SIEHA L RSP ZNL EICEWKETH Y, T2,
URRORCKEE E HRTHEWHDTL7,

COFERIE, YR FEER O 72 2 TR HGR0 B S & A LA -
HABLRWA V) 7 4 RFE OGRS 0D 72
Z&. COMMCEEORERSIEL, —ROKEF
ELTHELRMEZ EDL LI o722 BB LT
W EEZLNTVWET,

BEIE R DTS

Change in the divorce rate
(%) 50

45
40
] § (PRSI

30

25

YTk B IEER
Special divorce rate

Another noteworthy aspect at the end of the Edo and Meiji
eras was Japan’s high divorce rate. In 1888, the special divorce
rate was 33.2%, implying that one in every three marriages
ended in divorce. This is as high as or higher than the current
rate, and is also higher than Western countries during the
same period.

From such records, we can guess that both marriage and
divorce were not taken so seriously in the society during that
timeframe. Moreover, remarriage was common and women’s
employment opportunities increased during this period,

thus enabling them to become their family’s breadwinner.

34A121484°
REIE17?

1in every K] couples

gets divorced !?

20

15

10
LBBEEE

5 Nomal divorce rate

0 | | | | | | | | | | | | |
1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 (&)

E) LBBEIERIE A 1000 A% 72 V) D BB A5 45 7R BIHER (3 BHEME BREB OB At

¥ 1943 F LRI [ARFEREFE] (SEE)
%1047 FLIRE I [ AOBIEERET ] (BEE)

LB T X Te—

T @0 Ar -5 BTI,
C’btxu

Normal divorce rate is the number of divorces per 1,000 people;
special divorce rate is the number of divorces/marriages.

3% References : Japan Statistical Yearbook (Each year before 1943)
% References : Vital Statistics (Each year after 1947)

BiETmossRe

POINT

O BIELCHIE~DOEHNEL

O RETILMENENL.
—ROBEFLLTLEERIIBIC

*The difference in the consciousness of mar-
riage and divorce.

*Many women started to work and became
important earners in households.
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FEIH‘SWEEE‘SJ LAT! raﬁng"’é',mﬁ<$t.¢,
Q&)

| feel cramped by having a husband! | don’t want it!

_ lig&g‘:ﬁm"t
B 5 2 S A 1 2 BRI, W0 H AR 2 7= ke
DI TF . 22Tl < SO E LESi% (T
#) TL7z £, ENEBADTEH - E¥F LG 7
Tl Mk ERTE WS AL THY. TR
SHTAD DLMAIEE > TWE Lz HEEO i [
PRI, WA EO TR b, BICRRT 513
PO CEE L HHN RV E & AET B M D5 <
BALTOET, [TLICHRES L] Lvd RliLoR
T [FEFos] IcmzsL0s, HEBEE] O
[F] SZBETLLLBbIL VWL REINTVET,

The silk reeling industry, which produces raw silk from co-

coons, was an important foreign currency earner that sup-
ported Japan before World War II. Most of the workers were
women, earning a relatively high wage. In the largest produc-
ing area, the Suwa region in Nagano Prefecture, tens of thou-
sands of women from neighboring prefectures migrated to
earn high wages.

Shinano Mainichi Shimbun, a local newspaper, narrated

stories of many women who worked there. According to an

article titled “Many Women Workers are Divorced,” women
tended prefer being divorced rather than feel restrained by
their husbands. (after experiencing the “ease” of “self-em-

ployment”)

HI7EETRI!
Let's check
the scenes in manga!

1=k R BRD!
THotc{XLWAEE

We hang out and go out to eat after work!
The powerful lives of women workers

M RAENTIRICE (X, MELIERRERLELVESD Eobsige
REOGHTHOWTVWE LT, Z5THEIISHI%. [IX A L
. — . LR C B
FEEFHELY. VTP LREORBER(BEICHS prkgos
J = = 4 C T H
T LELNBRSTLH->TLE LT, 25 LEtkb0D %gggg
AR
HLERE BEEENOTY V-V EABIVEETRALET, RN KRS
Women workers at the Suwa silk reeling factory worked in a com- g U< % %
i C B
petitive environment. They were evaluated according to a strict 8 g % %
performance-based system. So, they had the courage to say, ﬂf = % %ﬁ_
“workers are free laborers, not bound in any way by their employ- § @ % ;5);
ers” Here are some scenes from the daily lives of these women af- g %\ % ;;li
ter working hours. & e
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[ BEEEOSRE l;

Many women workers are divorced!

POINT

hindob teafarsp? ® BES (TE=HR)) 41852 0MBRA

%%i%%ﬁz@%;%i%%z © TBEEE) O MR8 S5 KiEEMdLE

? @ 5 % g ’<\ g GE’ Eg § %ZE )% {ﬁ; N g +The familiarity of earning a high wage.

E; 7 073:\ % ; A % 7§ E U 7 «é I & L;% % *The comfort of making a living on their own
%%%éﬁ%%%%%%%;% made women feel stronger.
FHO0OFHICEKRNECHETET

[fE/RE=B#ME] 18935F8H26H
% References : Shinano Mainichi Shimbun. August 26, 1893
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BALEEN? SHEAPSRE [PDHXT]

Are Japanese women strong?

From a foreigner’s point of view, strong women dominate their husbands.

HEROLMEIGT SR [P2bKF LR, 2oT
ORIGILCIARE LIS - MW EPEA T, Ll b e
AR ITEENT, —EORF E R o TV
RIENTOED TR SN Do 7 L FONE T,

Sk SUIAINC 2T AR A I, AR HE R
DUNEDIEE RSB DT E T L SME A B 0 FilR
DY, FABOZ EBABRRENTWET,

BHASE BT B 720 B DT Y 8T — X
o FNEFEHT L0120 ML ELDD, HE -
AN O HADEBN S, 20L Y F2M35 2 LATE
BHb LR E A,

TRPEM B i 2o iMbn8 £ucTa
OHIEYT R kB 1t HT 15,

E\ ke #10 B8 e

~Ro it E ). -Rehhbox
Y4 5,

In the lower classes, married women not only work
with their husbands but also counsel them. If she is
smarter, she could hold the family's purse and run the
household.

NI - K= - FzoNLY
(1850-1935)

Basil Hall Chamberlain
(1850-1935)

x [AAEMEE] #25 (FHEXE). FLit. 1969F
¥ [z 2 b OBRBREGR] FAMERLL, 19875
% References : Initial. Inc. 1969. “Things Japanese Volume 2.” Toyo Bunko.

“Kakaa Denka and Karakkaze” refers to the specialty of
Gunma Prefecture, where sericulture, the silk reeling indus-
try, and the textile industry contributed hugely to the econo-
my. Women had many opportunities to work alongside men,
and they could earn a livelihood on their own. Therefore, it
was said that the wife’s position and voice in the household
were strong. Foreigners who visited Japan during the end of
the Edo era to the beginning of the Meiji era recorded similar
findings in their report on women’s position as the working
class.

Thus, to eliminate child marriage, we need to work for the
empowerment of women. How can this be achieved? We may

find some important clues in the abovementioned period.

BFofito b0 Rhe 8B

F43L « LT BlSacm i RA S
2w e Rt vncrtas,
Do 24Pz PAint £ Th
FyCtE<, 24 - %o FHe TR0,
FP i AL ® LBLTH L4990,

One of the most important features common in Japanese rural
life is that a married woman plays a very important role. Not
only does she share the labor with her husband, but she is often
in charge of the family's finances and actually controls it.

DT AV
(1815-1881)

Weston
(1815-1881)

3% References : Walter Weston. 1987. Shin-Jinbutsuoraisha Co., Ltd. “Weston Meiji Memorized.”
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The underlying challenges of child marriage are reflected in our society today.

HTcDIBEE) 178 DY

“THEDOREK %22

Your “understanding” and “action”
can change “women’s future.”

e V)
\xc\’“’“‘ °
W ot Bt
CO“‘::Se\‘ 'ﬂ'"""ﬂ e
)
childmarriage? .o .. B et Action
Background

R e

Understanding
Knowledge
WEME V) MR, BN T2 2E8E, EHER Child marriage is a result of diverse social factors such as
fafldie ., SFSEFRMRMERLOEARLINT poverty, inadequate education, weak law enforcement caused
WEFT, FOREKICIE, VvV —ORFENRDHY, B by weak legal systems, and norms. Its root lies in gender in-
HAEPER Tk E bIEL T Ed, 2 equality, which is common across various issues faced by
9 L72ERT, REMSTEVEORLWHRETIEZ S, modern Japanese society. In this sense, child marriage is not
HARIZAEZ DR HIZHRWICEHBRL TV L RHERDT simply an issue of concern in geographically distant coun-
Fo tries, but one that is also prevalent in Japan.
RHIEZBERT L7200 FERO—2L LT, LD To eliminate child marriage, one solution is to advocate for
TN =AY P RHRERTHELED T Z A women’s empowerment worldwide. Understanding child
HCTY, WHEZIFIILHUNPLHMBL, M3 TE marriage from various perspectives, thinking about what we
BONEZ, TR LT 2L, HROZED, can do, and taking action will help transform not only the
OWTiE, HRTORKEIERDLIEITORD) T, future of women worldwide but also our own.
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